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In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all

200 4th St. SW, Suite 308 producers are encouraged to visit their local FSA office to file an
Huron, SD 57350 accurate crop certification report by the applicable deadline.
Phone: 605-352-1160 Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county so please
Fax: 855-243-6003 contact your local FSA office for a list of county-specific deadlines.
www.fsa.usda.gov/sd The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e |If the crop has not been planted by the applicable acreage
reporting date, then the acreage must be reported no later
State Executive Director: than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

Paul Shubeck e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the
applicable acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
State Committee: be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase
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or acquiring the lease. Appropriate documentation must be
provided to the county office.

e If a perennial forage crop is reported with the intended use
of “cover only,” “green manure,” “left standing,” or “seed,”
then the acreage must be reported by July 15th.Noninsured
Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders
should note that the acreage reporting date for NAP
covered crops is the earlier of the applicable dates or 15
calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop
begins. For questions regarding crop certification and crop
loss reports, please contact your local FSA office.

CRP Participants Must Maintain
Approved Cover on Acreages Enrolled in
CRP and Farm Programs

Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) participants are responsible
for ensuring adequate, approved vegetative and practice cover is
maintained to control erosion throughout the life of the contract
after the practice has been established. Participants must also
control undesirable vegetation, weeds (including noxious weeds),
insects and rodents that may pose a threat to existing cover or
adversely impact other landowners in the area.

All CRP maintenance activities, such as mowing, burning, disking
and spraying, must be conducted outside the primary nesting or
brood rearing season for wildlife, which for South Dakota is May 1st
through August 2nd. However, spot treatment of the acreage may
be allowed during the primary nesting or brood rearing season if,
left untreated, the weeds, insects or undesirable species would
adversely impact the approved cover. In this instance, spot
treatment is limited to the affected areas in the field and requires
County Committee approval prior to beginning the spot treatment.
The County Committee will consult with NRCS to determine if such
activities are needed to maintain the approved cover.

In addition, the county FSA Office will be cooperating with the
county weed commissioner to jointly complete field visits and spot-
checks of CRP acreage. This joint effort usually begins the later
part of May and continues through the summer months.

Annual mowing of CRP for generic weed control, or for cosmetic
purposes, is prohibited at all times.



FSA Offers Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) for Livestock
Losses due to Recent Flooding

The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock
deaths in excess of normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals
reintroduced into the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law.

LIP compensates livestock owners and contract growers for livestock death losses in excess of
normal mortality due to adverse weather, including losses due to hurricanes, floods, blizzards,
wildfires, extreme heat or extreme cold.

For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock
deaths were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry
and management.

For 2019 livestock losses, eligible livestock owners must file a notice within 30 calendar days of
when the loss is first apparent.

Participants must provide the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later
than 90 calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition
occurred.

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of growers contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock,
i.e. Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 400 pounds) = 5%. These
established percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal”
conditions.

In addition to filing a notice of loss, producers must also submit an application for payment by March
1, 2020.

Additional Information about LIP is available at your local FSA office or online at: www.fsa.usda.gov.

Livestock Inventory Records

Producers are reminded to keep updated livestock inventory records. These records are necessary
in the event of a natural disaster.

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can assist producers who suffered
excessive livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters.

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, producers will be required to provide
verifiable documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must
submit a notice of loss to their local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock
is apparent. For grazing or feed losses, producers must submit a notice of loss to their local FSA



office within 30 calendar days of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and
receipts.

Producers should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including:

e Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock
e Beqinning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts;

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local FSA office.

Communication is Key in Lending

Farm Service Agency (FSA) is committed to providing our farm loan borrowers the tools necessary
to be a success. A part of ensuring this success is providing guidance and counsel from the loan
application process through the borrower’s graduation to commercial lending institutions. While it is
FSA’s commitment to advise borrowers as they identify goals and evaluate progress, it is crucial for
borrowers to communicate with their farm loan staff when changes occur. It is the borrower’s
responsibility to alert FSA to any of the following:

Any proposed or significant changes in the farming operation;
Any significant changes to family income or expenses;

The development of problem situations;

Any losses or proposed significant changes in security

In addition, if a farm loan borrower cannot make payments to suppliers, other creditors, or FSA on
time, contact your farm loan staff immediately to discuss loan servicing options.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Loan Servicing

There are options for Farm Service Agency loan customers during financial stress. If you are a
borrower who is unable to make payments on a loan, contact your local FSA Farm Loan Manager to
learn about the options available to you.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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