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USDA Updates Livestock Disaster Payment Rate to
Assist Producers Hard-Hit by Heat and Humidity

F o " The USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) announced it is

~ | updating the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) payment rate to
support livestock producers in the Midwest who have lost cattle
to the extreme heat and humidity experienced this summer. To
help indemnify ranchers to reflect a trend towards higher cattle
weights in feedlots, the 2023 LIP payment rate for beef calves
over 800 pounds will increase from $1244 per head to $1618,

an increase of $374.

LIP provides benefits to livestock owners and some contract growers for livestock deaths
exceeding normal mortality from eligible adverse weather events, certain predation losses and
reduced sales prices due to injury from an eligible loss. Indemnity payments are made at a
rate of 75% of the prior year’s average fair market value of the livestock.

The updated LIP payment rate is effective immediately and will be applied retroactively
starting Jan.1, 2023, for all eligible causes of loss including excessive heat, tornado, winter
storms, and other qualifying adverse weather. Producers who have already received LIP
payments for 2023 losses will receive an additional payment, if applicable, commensurate with
this updated rate. For details on eligibility and payment rates, review the LIP fact sheet.

FSA recognizes that an annual update of LIP payment rates does not account for the volatile
nature of livestock markets and is further exploring flexibilities to establish more current
payment rates.

More Information
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On farmers.gov, Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact
sheet, and Loan Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine program or
loan options. For FSA and NRCS programs, they should contact their local USDA Service
Center.

FSA is Accepting CRP Continuous Enrollment
Offers

The Farm Service Agency (FSA) is accepting offers for specific | =
conservation practices under the Conservation Reserve 2
Program (CRP) Continuous Signup.

In exchange for a yearly rental payment, farmers enrolled in the
program agree to remove environmentally sensitive land from
agricultural production and to plant species that will improve
environmental health and quality. The program’s long-term goal T
is to re-establish valuable land cover to improve water quality, prevent soil erosion, and
reduce loss of wildlife habitat. Contracts for land enrolled in CRP are 10-15 years in length.

Under continuous CRP signup, environmentally sensitive land devoted to certain conservation
practices can be enrolled in CRP at any time. Offers for continuous enrollment are not subject
to competitive bidding during specific periods. Instead they are automatically accepted
provided the land and producer meet certain eligibility requirements and the enroliment levels
do not exceed the statutory cap.

For more information, including a list of acceptable practices, contact your local USDA Service
Center or visit fsa.usda.gov/crp.

Cover Crop Guidelines

The Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources
Conservation Service (NRCS) and Risk Management Agency
(RMA) worked together to develop consistent, simple and a

| flexible policy for cover crop practices.

Cover crops, such as grasses, legumes and forbs, can be
planted: with no subsequent crop planted, before a subsequent
crop, after prevented planting acreage, after a planted crop, or
into a standing crop.

Termination: The cover crop termination guidelines provide the timeline for terminating cover
crops, are based on zones and apply to non-irrigated cropland. To view the zones and
additional guidelines visit nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/crops/ and
click “Cover Crop Termination Guidelines.”
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The cover crop may be terminated by natural causes, such as frost, or intentionally terminated
through chemical application, crimping, rolling, tillage or cutting. A cover crop managed and
terminated according to NRCS Cover Crop Termination Guidelines is not considered a crop
for crop insurance purposes.

Reporting: The intended use of cover only will be used to report cover crops. This includes
crops that were terminated by tillage and reported with an intended use code of green
manure. An FSA policy change will allow cover crops to be hayed and grazed. Program
eligibility for the cover crop that is being hayed or grazed will be determined by each specific
program.

If the crop reported as cover only is harvested for any use other than forage or grazing and is
not terminated properly, then that crop will no longer be considered a cover crop. Crops
reported with an intended use of cover only will not count toward the total cropland on the
farm. In these situations, a subsequent crop will be reported to account for all cropland on the
farm.

Farm Safety

Flowing grain in a storage bin or gravity-flow wagon is like quicksand — it can kill quickly. It
takes less than five seconds for a person caught in flowing grain to be trapped.

The mechanical operation of grain handling equipment also presents a real danger. Augers,
power take offs, and other moving parts can grab people or clothing.

These hazards, along with pinch points and missing shields, are dangerous enough for adults;
not to mention children. It is always advisable to keep children at a safe distance from
operating farm equipment. Always use extra caution when backing or maneuvering farm
machinery. Ensure everyone is visibly clear and accounted for before machinery is engaged.

FSA wants all farmers to have a productive crop year and that begins with putting safety first.

Financial Assistance Application Process Opens
for USDA Farm Loan Borrowers Who Have Faced
Discrimination

The application period is now open for a new financial assistance program under Section
22007 of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), for farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners who
experienced discrimination in USDA farm lending programs prior to January 2021. The
application process will close on October 31. Borrowers will have the option to apply for
assistance online via 22007apply.gov or through a paper-based form.



https://22007apply.gov/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery

Details about the program, including an application and e-filing portal, are available

at 22007apply.gov. The website includes an English and Spanish language application that
applicants can download or submit via an e-filing portal, information on how to obtain technical
assistance in-person or virtually, and additional resources and details about the program.
Applicants can also call the free call center at 1-800-721-0970, or visit one of several dozen
brick-and-mortar offices the program has set up around the country. Locations are provided
on the program website and vendors will update the local events schedule with more
information as it becomes available. It is important to note that filing an application is FREE
and does not require a lawyer.

If you want to get weekly updates on the program’s events and progress, you can go
to https://22007apply.gov, and subscribe to a weekly newsletter.
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of

discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642
(Relay voice users).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).



