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e From the FSA State Executive Director
¢ From the NRCS State Conservationist
e Are you Prepared for the 2024 Hurricane Season?

o USDA Announces Grassland Conservation Reserve Program General
Signup for 2024

e Farm Service Agency Seeking Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers to
Serve on Local County Committees

e NRCS Texas Announces 'Notice of Funding Opportunity' for $1M in
Conservation Innovation Grants for FY24

e USDA and FarmRaise Launch Additional Online Disaster Assistance
Decision Tool for Livestock, Honey Bee and Farm-Raised Fish Producers

« USDA Reminds Texas Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports

e USDA Awards $50 Million to Support Farmworkers and Agricultural
Employers
e Applying for FSA Direct Loans

o Disaster Set-Aside Program for Farm Loan Borrowers

¢ Urban Producers, Public Invited to Attend July Meeting of Federal Advisory
Committee for Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production

From the FSA State Executive Director

. On June 17, Farm Service Agency (FSA)

— opened the nomination period for our 2024
M Yak'(el0]: Q37 FSA County Committee elections. County
committees help producers make important
decisions on how federal farm programs are
administered locally. You can use the Find
Your Local Administrative Area tool to easily
determine if there is a committee position open
representing your Local Administrative Area.
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Eligible county committee nominees must sign nomination form FSA-669-A. All nomination
forms for the 2024 election must be postmarked or received in your local FSA office by Aug. 1.
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FSA is conducting signup for the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) until June
28, 2024. Grassland CRP is a voluntary working lands conservation program that enables
participants to conserve grasslands and provide important conservation benefits for wildlife,
soil health and carbon sequestration, all while continuing most grazing and haying practices. If
you are interested in CRP, contact your FSA office to learn more and apply for the program..

If you have not yet completed your crop acreage reports, make an appointment with your local
FSA office. Filing an accurate crop acreage report is required to receive many USDA program
benefits. July 15 is a major deadline for most crops, but acreage reporting deadlines vary by
county and by crop. Contact your FSA office for acreage reporting deadlines that are specific
to your county.

Wishing you and your family a happy and safe July 4!

Sincerely,

Kelly Adkins
State Executive Director
Farm Service Agency - Texas

From the NRCS State Conservationist

Summertime offers you —producers — e |
the perfect opportunity to connect with
your local Natural Resources
Conservation Service office. If you've
never visited the local USDA office, stop
in for an initial conversation regarding
resource conservation on your operation
and to complete some basic paperwork,
which will lay the groundwork for
anything you decide to do in the future. If
you’re a producer well-versed in our
programs, now can be a wonderful time
to see how we can help you can elevate
your conservation to the next level.

In Wise County, NRCS District Conservationist Ernest Dunson is holding quarterly Coffee with
a Conservationist sessions with local producers to discuss their resource concerns in low-
threat, open forum manner. Stop by your local office to see what informational sessions might
be happening in your neighborhood.

These sessions and one-on-ones provide a great setting to also talk about available funding
opportunities. The USDA and NRCS in Texas announced three such opportunities in the past
month.

NRCS in Texas announced earlier this month a notice of funding opportunity for $1 million in
Conservation Innovation Grants for Fiscal Year 2024. Applications are being accepted until
11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on July 1, 2024. CIG is a competitive program that supports the
development of new tools, approaches, practices and technologies to further natural resource
conservation on private lands.
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In late May, the USDA announced it’s investing $57 million in wetlands across the nation
through a pair of programs.

The Wetland Mitigation Banking Program saw an influx of $7 million with the recent
announcement, and applications are being accepted through Aug. 2, 2024. Through wetland
mitigation banks. Wetlands are restored, created or enhanced, generating credits that can be
purchased by producers looking to compensate for unavoidable impact to wetlands at another
location.

The other $50 million is being made available through the Wetland Reserve Enhancement
Partnership to support conservation partners with local projects that help protect, restore and
enhance critical wetlands on agricultural lands and help mitigate climate change. NRCS is
accepting proposals until Aug. 16, 2024.

Maybe disaster assistance is a higher priority for you as producers statewide continue to
grapple with the devastating effects of tornados, flooding, drought and other types of severe
weather. NRCS and our sister agencies within the USDA have programs to address these
concerns, too.

To learn more about NRCS programs, producers can contact their local service center.
Producers can also apply for NRCS programs, manage conservation plans and contracts, and
view and print conservation maps by logging into their farmers.gov account. If you don’t have

an account, sign up today.
Sincerely,

Kristy Oates
State Conservationist

Natural Resources Conservation Service - Texas
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Are you Prepared for the 2024 Hu?ﬁ‘cahé Season?

Hurricane season officially started June 1 and lasts until November 30. Researchers are
predicting that the 2024 hurricane season is going to be extremely active. The National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Association (NOAA) predicts above-normal hurricane activity in
2024, with 17 to 25 named storms.
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USDA encourages producers to prepare and protect their family and agricultural operations.

1. Develop an Emergency Plan - Ensure your household and employees know your
hurricane plan, including meeting points, emergency contact lists, and alternate
evacuation routes in case infrastructure is damaged.

2. Remove Debris and Secure Large Objects - Clean out culverts, ditches, and other
drainage areas, especially before and during peak hurricane season to reduce water
damage. Most injuries to animals, people, or structures during a hurricane are caused
by flying objects. To lessen the risk, minimize the presence of equipment, supplies,
and debris that may become airborne during high winds or encountered in
floodwaters.

3. Secure Important Records and Documents- Pre- and post-hurricane documentation
is extremely important for insurance compensation and recovery assistance. You'll
want to have thorough records of damages and losses sustained on your farm as well
as documentation of your cleanup and recovery efforts.

o ltis critical to document inventory of farm buildings, vehicles, equipment, and
livestock before a disaster occurs. Take photos, videos, or make written lists
with descriptions. Keep copies of this inventory in multiple places: computer,
off-site in a safe location, and on a cloud-based server where information is
transmitted and saved weekly.

4. Know Your Insurance Options- Regularly review your insurance policies with your
agent to be sure you have adequate coverage, including flood insurance, for your
facilities, vehicles, farm buildings, crops and livestock. Note, there are limitations on
how soon insurance coverage will take effect. Generally, insurance policies will not
cover damage if the policy was not in place before a disaster.

5. Gather Supplies - Have drinking water, canned food, a generator, batteries, a
flashlight, and fuel available in case you lose power. For widespread outages, credit
and debit cards may not work, so have cash handy.

6. Access Real-time Emergency Information- Download the Federal Emergency
Management Agency smartphone app for free on the App Store and Google Play for
safety tips on what to do before, during, and after disasters. Subscribe to our text
message and email service to receive real-time, local operational and recovery
information from the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service
and Risk Management Agency.

On farmers.gov, the Hurricane Webpage, Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-
Glance fact sheet, and_Loan Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine
program or loan options. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and
landowners should contact their crop insurance agent. For FSA and NRCS programs, they
should contact their local USDA Service Center.

USDA Announces Grassland Conservation Reserve
Program General Signup for 2024

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that agricultural producers and private
landowners can now sign up for the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program (Grassland
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CRP). The signup runs from today through June 28, 2024. Grassland CRP, offered by
USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), is a voluntary working lands conservation program that
enables participants to conserve grasslands and provide important conservation benefits for
wildlife, soil health and carbon sequestration, all while continuing most grazing and haying
practices.

More than 2.3 million acres from agricultural producers and private landowners were accepted
through the 2023 Grassland CRP signup. That signup reflects the continued success and
value of investments in voluntary, producer-led, working lands conservation programs. The
current total participation in Grassland CRP is 8.64 million acres, which is part of the 24.8
million acres enrolled in CRP opportunities overall.

On Nov. 16, 2023, President Biden signed into law H.R. 6363, the Further Continuing
Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Pub. L. 118-22), which generally extended
the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (Pub. L. 115-334), more commonly known as the
2018 Farm Bill, through Sept. 30, 2024. This extension allows authorized programs, including
CRP, to continue operating.

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service Center
to learn more or to apply for the program before the June 28 deadline.

Other CRP Options

FSA is also accepting applications for the Continuous CRP signup, which opened in January
2023. Under this enroliment, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the
year. Offers are automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility
requirements and the enroliment levels do not exceed the statutory cap.

Additionally, FSA also offers financial assistance to producers and landowners enrolled in
CRP to improve the health of their forests through the Forest Management Incentive (FMI),
which can help participants with forest management practices, such as brush management
and prescribed burning.

Producers with expiring CRP acres can use the Transition Incentives Program (TIP), which
incentivizes producers who sell or enter a long-term lease with a beginning, veteran, or
socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who plans to sustainably farm or ranch the land.

Producers and Landowners Can Now Sign Up for USDA's Grassland Conservation Reserve
Program

Farm Service Agency Seeking Nominations for
Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local County
Committees

Nominations are now being accepted for farmers and ranchers to serve on local U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees. These
committees make important decisions about how federal farm programs are administered
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locally. All nomination forms for the 2024 election must be postmarked or received in the local
FSA office by Aug. 1, 2024.

Elections for committee members will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA). LAAs
are elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction and may
include LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban area.

Customers can locate their LAA through a geographic information system locator tool
available at fsa.usda.gov/elections and determine if their LAA is up for election by contacting
their local FSA office.

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they:

e Participate or cooperate in a USDA program.
e Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year.

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or
ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits.

Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also
nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority, women, urban and beginning farmers or
ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA
county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-
year terms. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster recovery,
conservation, commodity and price support programs, as well as making decisions on county
office employment and other agricultural issues.

Urban and Suburban County Committees

The 2018 Farm Bill directed USDA to form urban county committees and make other
advancements related to urban agriculture, including the establishment of the Office of Urban
Agriculture and Innovative Production. FSA established county committees specifically
focused on urban agriculture that work to encourage and promote urban, indoor and other
emerging agricultural production practices. Additionally, the county committees may address
food access, community engagement, support of local activities to promote and encourage
community compost and food waste reduction.

Urban committee members are nominated and elected to serve by local urban producers in
the same jurisdiction. Urban county committee members provide outreach to ensure urban
producers understand USDA programs, serve as the voice of other urban producers and
assist in program implementation that support the needs of the growing urban community.

The 27 cities with urban county committees are listed at fsa.usda.gov/elections and
farmers.gov/urban. Of these, ten urban county committees will hold an inaugural election this
cycle.

More Information
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Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get
involved in their county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be
considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form. This form
and other information about FSA county committee elections are available

at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

All nomination forms for the 2024 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA
Service Center by the Aug.1, 2024, deadline. Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters
in November 2024.

NRCS Texas Announces 'Notice of Funding
Opportunity' for $1M in Conservation Innovation
Grants for FY24

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)
in Texas is accepting applications until 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on July 1,
2024, for Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) for Fiscal Year 2024.

A total of up to $1,000,000 is available for the Texas CIG competition in FY24. All non-
Foreign, non-federal entities (NFE) and individuals are invited to apply, with the sole exception
of federal agencies. Projects may be between one and three years in duration. The maximum
award amount for a single award in FY24 is $300,000.

CIG PRIORITIES FOR FY24:

Urban and Small Farm Agriculture Conservation

2. Innovation in agricultural systems, technology, testing, outreach, and partnerships for
the Broad-Scale Application of Climate Smart Agriculture

3. Innovation in natural resource assessment leading to improved conservation planning
and application efficiency

Coastal conservation and Aquaculture
5. Social Science to implement watershed scale conservation buffer program

Key Dates

Applicants must submit their applications via Grants.gov by 11:59 p.m. Eastern Time on July
1, 2024. For new users of Grants.gov, see Section D of the full Notice of Funding Opportunity
for information about steps required before applying via Grants.gov.

The opportunity can be found easily on Grants.gov through the basic search criteria by using
the opportunity number, searching the CFDA of 10.912, or from this direct

link: https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/354658. It can also be found by filtering for All
Department of Agriculture.
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For technical issues with Grants.gov, contact Grants.gov Applicant Support at 1-800-518-4726
or support@grants.gov. Awarding agency staff cannot support applicants
regarding Grants.gov accounts.

The agency anticipates making selections by July 25, 2024, and expects to execute awards
by Sept. 14, 2024. These dates are estimates and are subject to change.

Completing all steps required to start an application can take a significant amount of
time, plan accordingly.

Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG)

Conservation Innovation Grants (CIG) is a competitive program that supports the development
of new tools, approaches, practices, and technologies to further natural resource conservation
on private lands. Through creative problem solving and innovation, CIG partners work to
address our nation’s water quality, air quality, soil health and wildlife habitat challenges, all
while improving agricultural operations.

USDA and FarmRaise Launch Additional Online
Disaster Assistance Decision Tool for Livestock,
Honey Bee and Farm-Raised Fish Producers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture, in partnership with FarmRaise, today launched a new,
online Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish Program
(ELAP) Decision Tool. The USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) tool is designed to assist
agricultural producers who have been impacted by natural disasters access available program
support. This ELAP Decision Tool, a component of a broader disaster assistance program
educational module, further expands the library of online FSA disaster and farm loan program
reference resources and decision aids currently available to agricultural producers on the
FarmRaise FSA educational hub. The Decision Tool is a resource only and is not an
application for benefits or a determination of eligibility.

ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other FSA disaster assistance

programs. The program provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honey
bee, and farm-raised fish losses due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including
drought, blizzards, disease, water shortages and wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and feed
losses, transportation of water and feed to livestock and hauling livestock to grazing acres due
to an eligible loss condition. ELAP also covers certain mortality losses, due to an eligible
condition, for livestock including honey bees and farm-raised fish as well as honey bee hive
losses.

New FarmRaise Tools and Resources

FarmRaise, in partnership with FSA, recently launched their online, educational hub — the
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub — comprised of videos, tools and interactive resources that
enable USDA cooperators and agricultural producers to learn about and access major FSA
programs.
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A new addition to the hub, the ELAP Decision Tool helps eligible producers impacted by
qualifying natural disasters and other eligible causes of loss better understand program
eligibility and application requirements, learn about record-keeping and supporting loss
documentation requirements and track the steps needed before applying for program benefits.
The document generated by the ELAP Decision Tool can be used to support the ELAP
application process, but it is not a program application. Producers will need to complete and
submit the ELAP Application to their local FSA county office. Upon request, applicants may be
asked to provide additional supporting documentation per the program requirements.

Through use of the ELAP Decision Tool, producers can segment by loss type (honey bee,
farm-raised fish and livestock). This enables easier navigation, as guided by the tool, to
assistance available to meet specific disaster recovery needs. After entering the type of loss,
identifying the loss condition and entering their inventory and loss information, producers are
guided through a worksheet that helps identify required loss documentation —
documentation (i.e., pictures, receipts, truck logs, etc.) that can be uploaded through the
ELAP tool and sent directly to the producer’s local FSA county office, or producers can
provide a copy of the tool-generated worksheet summary document when they visit their local
FSA county office to complete and submit the required ELAP application.

Additional FarmRaise Resources

The previously announced Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) Decision Tool, also available
through the FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub, assists livestock producers who suffered
losses from eligible adverse weather events and other causes of loss as well as cooperators
who are helping disaster-impacted livestock producers navigate available federal disaster
assistance programs. The LIP Decision Tool gives producers guidance on what is needed to
gather and submit required loss documentation, reducing the amount of time needed to
complete applications and enabling FSA county office staff to deliver much-needed assistance
faster. Using the LIP Decision Tool is not an application for benefits or a determination of
eligibility.

In addition to the new ELAP Decision Tool and the LIP Decision Tool, the FarmRaise | FSA
Educational Hub offers several, easily navigated farm loan programs how-to videos designed
to introduce producers to FSA’s many farm loan programs options and guide them through the
application process.

More FSA program resources and tools will continue to be added to the FarmRaise | FSA
Educational Hub. Cooperators and agricultural producers are encouraged to visit the
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub often to access all available educational resources.

USDA Reminds Texas Producers to File Crop Acreage
Reports

Agricultural producers in Texas should make an appointment with their local Farm Service
Agency (FSA) office to complete crop acreage reports before the applicable deadline after
planting is complete.
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An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch, its intended use and location.
Filing an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed
acreage and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a list of
acreage reporting deadlines by crop.

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety

e Intended crop use

e Number of crop acres

e Map with approximate crop boundaries

e Planting date(s)

e Planting pattern, when applicable

e Producer shares

e Irrigation practice(s)

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable
e Other required information

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the
acreage reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15
calendar days before grazing or crop harvesting begins.

Prevented Planted Acreage

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant but were unable to because
of a natural disaster, including drought. Prevented planted acreage must be reported on form
CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as
established by FSA and USDA'’s Risk Management Agency (RMA).

FSA recently updated policy that applies to prevented planted acreage due to drought. To
certify prevented planted acreage due to drought, all of the following must apply:

e The area that is prevented from being planted has insufficient soil moisture for seed
germination on the final planting date for non-irrigated acreage.



e Prolonged precipitation deficiencies that meet the D3 or D4 drought intensity level as
determined by the U.S. Drought Monitor.

e Verifiable information must be collected from sources whose business or purpose is
recording weather conditions as determined by FSA.

Continuous Certification Option for Perennial Forage

Agricultural producers with perennial forage crops have the option to report their acreage
once, without having to report that acreage in subsequent years, as long as there are no
applicable changes on the farm. Interested producers can select the continuous certification
option after FSA certifies their acreage report. Examples of perennial forage include mixed
forage, birdsfoot trefoil, chicory/radicchio, kochia (prostrata), lespedeza, perennial peanuts
and perennial grass varieties.

Once the continuous certification option is selected, the certified acreage will roll forward
annually with no additional action required by the producer in subsequent years unless the
acreage report changes.

Farmers.gov Portal

Producers can access their FSA farm records, maps, and common land units through the
farmers.gov customer portal. The portal allows producers to export field boundaries as
shapefiles and import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries
within farm records mapping. Producers can view, print and label their maps for acreage
reporting purposes. Level 2 eAuthentication or login.gov access that is linked to a USDA
Business Partner customer record is required to use the portal.

Producers can visit farmers.gov/account to learn more about creating an account. Producers
who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via an FSA-211 Power
of Attorney form, Business Partner Signature Authority or as a member of a business can now
access information for the business in the farmers.gov portal.

More Information

For questions, producers should call their FSA county office. To find their FSA county office,
visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.

USDA Awards $50 Million to Support Farmworkers
and Agricultural Employers

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced that the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)
is awarding $50 million to 141 awardees in 40 states and Puerto Rico, through the Farm Labor
Stabilization and Protection Pilot Program (FLSP Program), reaching 177 unique agricultural
operations and over 11,000 workers. The awards will help improve the resiliency of the U.S.
food supply chain by addressing agriculture labor challenges and instability, strengthen
protections for farmworkers, and expand legal pathways for labor migration. This program
delivers on a commitment made as part of the Los Angeles Declaration on Migration and



https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxNDgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L2FjY291bnQjY3JlYXRlIiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDYyNS45NjczNDQzMSJ9.JxkYlBmQo4fnAx_1-ikIKaN1scOjUH8A4Q_WQilvDvk/s/1119540393/br/244714244439-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxNDksInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3NlcnZpY2UtY2VudGVyLWxvY2F0b3IiLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNjI1Ljk2NzM0NDMxIn0.AVCKYIsAFYAYpPN0hmdaFUOBaKYBE9pchGzPOikuW4M/s/1119540393/br/244714244439-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxNTAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LndoaXRlaG91c2UuZ292L2JyaWVmaW5nLXJvb20vc3RhdGVtZW50cy1yZWxlYXNlcy8yMDIyLzA2LzEwL2xvcy1hbmdlbGVzLWRlY2xhcmF0aW9uLW9uLW1pZ3JhdGlvbi1hbmQtcHJvdGVjdGlvbi8iLCJidWxsZXRpbl9pZCI6IjIwMjQwNjI1Ljk2NzM0NDMxIn0.uIR0yxW6PSMplK5iwySXNESc76-XrkdsH6d5afsAH68/s/1119540393/br/244714244439-l

Protection and furthers the Administration’s commitment to a regional approach to migration in
the hemisphere.

USDA announced the FLSP Program in September 2023, in coordination with other federal
agencies, to help address workforce needs in agriculture; promote a safe and healthy work
environment, as well as ethical recruitment for farmworkers; and support lawful migration
pathways for workers, including expansion of labor pathways for workers from Northern
Central America, through the H-2A visa program. FLSP was designed with significant input
from immigration, labor, and agricultural stakeholders — informed by the experiences of
farmworkers and farmers themselves.

The FLSP Program grants will support a range of required and elective supplemental
commitments to expand benefits and protections for all employees. Examples of awardee
commitments include:

o Establishing robust pay-related benefits that have the potential to raise earnings for
thousands of workers, as well as provide them more time with their families or taking
care of their health through policies such as personal and paid sick time off, and mid-
season vacation leave;

o Markedly improving working and living conditions by strengthening employer-
employee engagement, such as establishing Collaborative Working Groups with
robust farmworker representation and partnerships with external organizations that
have longstanding experience collaborating with farmworkers;

e Providing additional worker-friendly benefits, such as advancement and management
training opportunities, driver’s license training, no-cost English classes for employees,
and additional recreation spaces in housing facilities;

e Supporting Know-Your-Rights-and-Resources training sessions for all workers to
ensure they understand their legal rights as workers in the United States;

o Participation in Worker-driven Social Responsibility programs — a proven model for
improving workplace environments — such as the Fair Food Program;

e Disclosing recruitment practices and advancing ethical, safe recruitment practices that
are essential to protecting workers from illegal fees, undue debt, exploitation, and
even human trafficking;

e 60 percent of employer awardees that plan to utilize the H-2A visa program committed
to recruiting workers from Northern Central America.

View the complete list of awardees

USDA touches the lives of all Americans each day in so many positive ways. In the Biden-
Harris Administration, USDA is transforming America’s food system with a greater focus on
more resilient local and regional food production, fairer markets for all producers, ensuring
access to safe, healthy, and nutritious food in all communities, building new markets and
streams of income for farmers and producers using climate smart food and forestry practices,
making historic investments in infrastructure and clean energy capabilities in rural America,
and committing to equity across the Department by removing systemic barriers and building a
workforce more representative of America. To learn more, visit www.usda.gov.
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Applying for FSA Direct Loans

FSA offers direct farm ownership and direct farm operating loans to producers who want to
establish, maintain, or strengthen their farm or ranch. Direct loans are processed, approved
and serviced by FSA loan officers.

Direct farm operating loans can be used to purchase livestock and feed, farm equipment, fuel,
farm chemicals, insurance, and other costs including family living expenses. Operating loans
can also be used to finance minor improvements or repairs to buildings and to refinance some
farm-related debts, excluding real estate.

Direct farm ownership loans can be used to purchase farmland, enlarge an existing farm,
construct and repair buildings, and to make farm improvements.

The maximum loan amount for direct farm ownership loans is $600,000 and the maximum
loan amount for direct operating loans is $400,000 and a down payment is not required.
Repayment terms vary depending on the type of loan, collateral and the producer's ability to
repay the loan. Operating loans are normally repaid within seven years and farm ownership
loans are not to exceed 40 years.

Please contact your local FSA office for more information or to apply for a direct farm
ownership or operating loan.

Disaster Set-Aside Program for Farm Loan Borrowers

Farm Service Agency (FSA) borrowers with farms located in designated primary or contiguous
disaster areas who are unable to make their scheduled FSA loan payments should consider
the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) program.

DSA is available to producers who suffered losses as a result of a natural disaster and
relieves immediate and temporary financial stress. FSA is authorized to consider setting aside
the portion of a payment/s needed for the operation to continue on a viable scale.

Borrowers must have at least two years left on the term of their loan in order to qualify.

Borrowers have eight months from the date of the disaster designation to submit a complete
application. The application must include a written request for DSA signed by all parties liable
for the debt along with production records and financial history for the operating year in which
the disaster occurred. FSA may request additional information from the borrower in order to
determine eligibility.

All farm loans must be current or less than 90 days past due at the time the DSA application is
complete. Borrowers may not set aside more than one installment on each loan.

The amount set-aside, including interest accrued on the principal portion of the set-aside, is
due on or before the final due date of the loan.



For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov.

Urban Producers, Public Invited to Attend July Meeting
of Federal Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture
and Innovative Production

We’re inviting urban producers, innovative producers, and other stakeholders to virtually
attend a public meeting of the Federal Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture and
Innovative Production on July 11 from 12-5 p.m. Eastern.

Meeting details can be viewed in the Federal Reqister Notice. Written comments can be
submitted via UrbanAgricultureFederalAdvisoryCommittee@usda.gov by July 25 at 11:59 p.m.
The Committee will deliberate and vote on proposed recommendations and address public
comments during the meeting. USDA will share the agenda between 24 to 48 hours prior to
the meeting on the Committee’s webpage.

The Committee is managed by the Office of Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production and
was established through the 2018 Farm Bill and is part of a broad USDA investment in urban
agriculture.

Learn more and register.

USDA in Texas
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