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USDA Urges Producers to Submit Applications for 2021 
Grazing Loss Assistance by Jan. 31, 2022  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) reminds ranchers and livestock 
producers that they may be eligible for financial assistance through 
the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) for 2021 grazing losses due 
to a qualifying drought or fire. The deadline to apply for 
2021 LFP assistance is Jan. 31, 2022.  

For the 2021 program year, ## counties in State have met drought severity 
levels that trigger LFP eligibility. More than $473.1 million has been paid, to 
date, to eligible livestock producers in 26 states and territories for 2021 LFP. For LFP, qualifying 
drought triggers are determined using the U.S. Drought Monitor. Visit the FSA LFP webpage for a list of 
eligible counties and grazing crops.  

LFP provides payments to eligible livestock producers and contract growers who also produce forage 
crops for grazing and suffered losses due to a qualifying drought or fire during the normal grazing period 
for the county.  Eligible livestock include alpacas, beef cattle, buffalo/bison, beefalo, dairy cattle, deer, elk, 
emus, equine, goats, llamas, reindeer or sheep that have been or would have been grazing the eligible 
grazing land or pastureland during the normal grazing period.  

https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMjUuNTIzNDA4NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9saXZlc3RvY2stZm9yYWdlL2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.iBUKCHkFfxzbSsM3LsrJjY1RwlOhf5JlWFmBJ53ADxQ/s/1120350452/br/125614637986-l
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https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMjAxMjUuNTIzNDA4NDEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy5mc2EudXNkYS5nb3YvcHJvZ3JhbXMtYW5kLXNlcnZpY2VzL2Rpc2FzdGVyLWFzc2lzdGFuY2UtcHJvZ3JhbS9saXZlc3RvY2stZm9yYWdlL2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSJ9.bjBoVulB3WQ9VuLbmdcYxz71fl6RtBbXSMq66J-I7fg/s/1120350452/br/125614637986-l


To expedite the application process, producers are encouraged to gather and submit records 
documenting 2021 losses. Supporting documents may include information related to grazing leases, 
contract grower agreements, and more.  

More Information  

LFP is part of a broader suite of disaster assistance available through USDA.   

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish Program (ELAP), which 
also has a Jan. 31, 2022, deadline, provides eligible producers with compensation for certain feed losses 
not covered by LFP as well as assistance with transporting water to livestock and feed transportation 
expenses. 

Additional disaster assistance information can be found on farmers.gov, including the 
Farmers.gov Drought Webpage, Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, 
and Farm Loan Discovery Tool.  

For FSA and Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, including LFP and ELAP, producers 
should contact their local USDA Service Center. Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural 
producers via phone, email, and other digital tools. Due to the pandemic, some USDA Service 
Centers are open to limited visitors. For assistance with a crop insurance claim, producers and 
landowners should contact their crop insurance agent.  

 
Waiver of DCIA Compliance for Commodity and Farm 
Storage Facility Loan Programs 

On January 27, 2021, the Biden-Harris Administration suspended all debt 
collections, foreclosures, and other adverse actions for borrowers of direct 
farm loans and Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL) through USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) because of the national public health emergency 
caused by the Coronavirus pandemic. 

It has been determined that the January 2021 suspension included a 
waiver of the Debt Collection Improvement Act (DCIA) noncompliance for issuing new Marketing 
Assistance Loans (MAL), Loan Deficiency Payments (LDP) or FSFL to borrowers who are in delinquent 
status with FSFL or farm loans. 

Under normal circumstances, DCIA specifies that a person cannot obtain Federal financial assistance in 
the form of loans (other than disaster loans), loan insurance, or guarantees if that person has delinquent 
Federal non-tax debt. MAL, LDP, and FSFL programs administered by FSA are currently subject to these 
statutory constraints. 

FSA county offices will review MALs, LDPs, and FSFLs that were previously denied on or after January 
27, 2021, because of DCIA noncompliance. Offices will notify applicants of the waiver provisions and the 
opportunity to obtain a loan. All applicable eligibility requirements remain in place with the exception of 
DCIA waiver. 

Reach out to your local FSA office for more information. To find your local office, visit farmers.gov/service-
locator. 
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USDA Opens 2022 Signup for Dairy Margin Coverage, 
Expands Program for Supplemental Production  

As part of the Biden-Harris Administration’s ongoing efforts to support dairy 
farmers and rural communities, today the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) opened signup for the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) 
program and expanded the program to allow dairy producers to better 
protect their operations by enrolling supplemental production. This signup 
period – which runs from Dec. 13, 2021 to Feb. 18, 2022 – enables 
producers to get coverage through this important safety-net program for 
another year as well as get additional assistance through the new 

Supplemental DMC. 

Supplemental DMC will provide $580 million to better help small- and mid-sized dairy operations that have 
increased production over the years but were not able to enroll the additional production. Now, they will 
be able to retroactively receive payments for that supplemental production. Additionally, USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) updated how feed costs are calculated, which will make the program more 
reflective of actual dairy producer expenses.   

Supplemental DMC Enrollment  

Eligible dairy operations with less than 5 million pounds of established production history may enroll 
supplemental pounds based upon a formula using 2019 actual milk marketings, which will result in 
additional payments. Producers will be required to provide FSA with their 2019 Milk Marketing Statement.  

Supplemental DMC coverage is applicable to calendar years 2021, 2022 and 2023. Participating dairy 
operations with supplemental production may receive retroactive supplemental payments for 2021 in 
addition to payments based on their established production history.   

Supplemental DMC will require a revision to a producer’s 2021 DMC contract and must occur before 
enrollment in DMC for the 2022 program year. Producers will be able to revise 2021 DMC contracts and 
then apply for 2022 DMC by contacting their local USDA Service Center.   

DMC 2022 Enrollment  

After making any revisions to 2021 DMC contracts for Supplemental DMC, producers can sign up for 
2022 coverage. DMC provides eligible dairy producers with risk management coverage that pays 
producers when the difference between the price of milk and the cost of feed falls below a certain 
level. So far in 2021, DMC payments have triggered for January through October for more than $1.0 
billion.   

For DMC enrollment, producers must certify with FSA that the operation is commercially marketing milk, 
sign all required forms and pay the $100 administrative fee. The fee is waived for farmers who are 
considered limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged, or a military veteran. To determine the 
appropriate level of DMC coverage for a specific dairy operation, producers can use the online dairy 
decision tool.  

Updates to Feed Costs    

USDA is also changing the DMC feed cost formula to better reflect the actual cost dairy farmers pay for 
high-quality alfalfa hay.  FSA will calculate payments using 100% premium alfalfa hay rather than 
50%.  The amended feed cost formula will make DMC payments more reflective of actual dairy producer 
expenses.    

Additional Dairy Assistance   

Today’s announcement is part of a broader package to help the dairy industry respond to the pandemic 
and other challenges.  USDA is also amending Dairy Indemnity Payment Program (DIPP) regulations to 
add provisions for the indemnification of cows that are likely to be not marketable for longer durations, as 
a result, for example, of per- and polyfluoroalkyl substances. FSA also worked closely with USDA's 
Natural Resources Conservation Service to target assistance through the Environmental Quality 
Incentives Program) and other conservation programs to help producers safely dispose of and address 
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resource concerns created by affected cows. Other recent dairy announcements include $350 million 
through the Pandemic Market Volatility Assistance Program and $400 million for the Dairy Donation 
Program.  

Additional details on these changes to DMC and DIPP can be found in a rule that will be published soon 
in the Federal Register. This rule also included information on the new Oriental Fruit Fly Program as well 
as changes to FSA conservation programs. A copy of the rule is available here.  

More Information    

To learn more or to participate in DMC or DIPP, producers should contact their local USDA Service 
Center. Service Center staff continue to work with agricultural producers via phone, email and other digital 
tools. Because of the pandemic, some are open to limited visitors. Producers should contact their Service 
Center to set up an in-person or phone appointment. Additionally, more information related to USDA’s 
response and relief for producers can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.   

 
Deadline Extended to Apply for Pandemic Support for 
Certified Organic and Transitioning Operations  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has extended the deadline for 
agricultural producers who are certified organic, or transitioning to organic, 
to apply for the Organic and Transitional Education and Certification 
Program (OTECP). This program provides pandemic assistance to cover 
certification and education expenses. The deadline to apply for 2020 and 
2021 eligible expenses is now Feb. 4, 2022, rather than the original 
deadline of Jan. 7, 2022.  

Signup for OTECP, administered by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), 
began Nov. 8.  

Certified operations and transitional operations may apply for OTECP for eligible expenses paid during 
the 2020, 2021 and 2022 fiscal years. Signup for the 2022 fiscal year will be announced at a later date. 

For each year, OTECP covers 25% of a certified operation’s eligible certification expenses, up to $250 
per certification category (crop, livestock, wild crop, handling and State Organic Program fee). This 
includes application fees, inspection fees, USDA organic certification costs, state organic program fees 
and more.     

Crop and livestock operations transitioning to organic production may be eligible for 75% of a transitional 
operation’s eligible expenses, up to $750, for each year. This includes fees charged by a certifying agent 
or consultant for pre-certification inspections and development of an organic system plan.     

For both certified operations and transitional operations, OTECP covers 75% of the registration fees, up 
to $200, per year, for educational events that include content related to organic production and handling 
in order to assist operations in increasing their knowledge of production and marketing practices that can 
improve their operations, increase resilience and expand available marketing opportunities. Additionally, 
both certified and transitional operations may be eligible for 75% of the expense of soil testing required 
under the National Organic Program (NOP) to document micronutrient deficiency, not to exceed $100 per 
year.   

Producers apply through their local FSA office and can also obtain one-on-one support with applications 
by calling 877-508-8364. The program application and additional information can be found at 
farmers.gov/otecp.   

Additional Organic Support     

OTECP builds upon USDA’s Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP) which provides cost 
share assistance of 50%, up to a maximum of $500 per scope, to producers and handlers of agricultural 
products who are obtaining or renewing their certification under the NOP. Although the application period 
for OCCSP ended Nov. 1, 2021, FSA will consider late-filed applications for those operations who still 
wish to apply. 
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Meanwhile, USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) recently made improvements to Whole-Farm 
Revenue Protection to make it more flexible and accessible to organic producers. 

To learn more about USDA’s broader assistance for organic producers, visit usda.gov/organic.    
 

USDA Provides Additional Pandemic Assistance to Hog 
Producers 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced a new program to assist hog producers who sold 
hogs through a negotiated sale during the period in which these producers faced the greatest reduction in 
market prices due to the COVID-19 pandemic. The Spot Market Hog Pandemic Program (SMHPP) is part 
of USDA’s Pandemic Assistance for Producers initiative and addresses gaps in previous assistance for 
hog producers. USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will accept 
applications Dec. 15, 2021 through Feb. 25, 2022.       

SMHPP provides assistance to hog producers who sold hogs through a negotiated sale from April 16, 
2020 through Sept. 1, 2020. Negotiated sale, or negotiated formula sale, means a sale of hogs by a 
producer to a packer under which the base price for the hogs is determined by seller-buyer interaction 
and agreement on a delivery day. USDA is offering SMHPP as packer production was reduced due to the 
COVID-19 pandemic due to employee illness and supply chain issues, resulting in fewer negotiated hogs 
being procured and subsequent lower market prices.    

The Department has set aside up to $50 million in pandemic assistance funds through the Coronavirus 
Aid, Relief and Economic Security (CARES) Act for SMHPP.  

SMHPP Program Details   

Eligible hogs include hogs sold through a negotiated sale by producers between April 16, 2020, and 
Sept. 1, 2020. To be eligible, the producer must be a person or legal entity who has ownership in 
the hogs and whose production facilities are located in the United States, including U.S. 
territories. Contract producers, federal, state and local governments, including public schools and packers 
are not eligible for SMHPP.   

SMHPP payments will be calculated by multiplying the number of head of eligible hogs, not to 
exceed 10,000 head, by the payment rate of $54 per head. FSA will issue payments to eligible 
hog producers as applications are received and approved.   

Applying for Assistance   

Eligible hog producers can apply for SMHPP starting Dec. 15, 2021, by completing the FSA-940, Spot 
Market Hog Pandemic Program application. Additional documentation may be required. 
Visit farmers.gov/smhpp for a copy of the Notice of Funds Availability, information on 
applicant eligibility and more information on how to apply.   

Applications can be submitted to the FSA office at any USDA Service Center nationwide by mail, fax, 
hand delivery or via electronic means. To find your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-
locator. Hog producers can also call 877-508-8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer 
assistance. 

 
Disaster Assistance Available for Livestock Losses 
The Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) provides assistance to you for livestock deaths in excess of 
normal mortality caused by adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by 
the federal government or protected by federal law. 
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For disease losses, FSA county committees can accept veterinarian certifications that livestock deaths 
were directly related to adverse weather and unpreventable through good animal husbandry and 
management. 

For 2021 livestock losses, you must file a notice within 30 calendar days of when the loss is first apparent. 
You then must provide the following supporting documentation to your local FSA office no later than 60 
calendar days after the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred. 

• Proof of death documentation 
• Copy of grower’s contracts 
• Proof of normal mortality documentation 

USDA has established normal mortality rates for each type and weight range of eligible livestock, i.e. 
Adult Beef Cow = 1.5% and Non-Adult Beef Cattle (less than 250 pounds) = 5%. These established 
percentages reflect losses that are considered expected or typical under “normal” conditions. 

In addition to filing a notice of loss, you must also submit an application for payment by March 1, 2022. 

For more information, contact the local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm 
Ownership Loans 
The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers and ranchers 
become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current operations, increase agricultural 
productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland for future generations. 

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint financing. FSA 
also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial needs up to $50,000. 

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA lends up to 
50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or the seller of the 
property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The 
maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up 
to 40 years. 

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be used to finance 
nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility requirements. Loan 
applicants are also required to have participated in the business operations of a farm or ranch for at least 
three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show 
documentation that their participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a 
laborer. 

For more information about farm loans, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit 
fsa.usda.gov. 

 
Linkage Requirements for Payments Received Under 
WHIP+ and/or QLA 
If you received a payment under the Wildfires and Hurricanes Indemnity Program+ (WHIP+) or the Quality 
Loss Adjustment Program (QLA) for crop production and/or quality losses occurring in 2018, 2019, or 
2020 crop years, you are required to meet linkage requirements by obtaining federal crop insurance or 
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Non-Insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage at the 60/100 level, or higher, for both 
the 2022 and 2023 crop years. 

When applying for WHIP+ or QLA, form FSA-895 (Crop Insurance and/or NAP Coverage Agreement) was 
submitted acknowledging the requirement to obtain federal crop insurance, if available, or NAP coverage 
if federal crop insurance is not available. The coverage requirement is applicable to the physical location 
county of the crop that received WHIP+ and/or QLA benefits.  

Producers should not delay contacting their federal crop insurance agent or local county FSA Office to 
inquire about coverage options, as failure to obtain the applicable coverage by the sales/application 
closing date will result in the required refund of WHIP+ benefits received on the applicable 
crop, plus interest. You can determine if crops are eligible for federal crop insurance or NAP by visiting 
the RMA website. 

For more information, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Expands Farmers.gov to Include Farm Records 
Producers with farmers.gov accounts can now access farm records and maps online, the latest self-
service feature added to the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) website. 

You can quickly and easily access your land information in real time by desktop computer, tablet or 
phone. Capabilities include: 

• View, print and export detailed farm records such as cropland, base acres, yields, CRP acres, 
land ownership details, and much more; 

• View, print and export farm/tract maps that can be provided to lenders, chemical or fertilizer 
providers, and FSA for reporting acreage and crop insurance agents; and 

• Export common land unit (field) boundaries as ESRI shapefiles. 

The ability to access these records on demand without a visit to the service center saves you time and 
money. 

Farmers.gov now includes the most popular functionalities from FSAFarm+, the FSA portal for producers, 
while providing enhanced functionality and an improved user experience. A new enhancement expands 
the scope of accessibility to include farmers and ranchers who are members of an entity, as well as 
people with a power of attorney form (FSA-211) on file with FSA. 

Managing USDA Business Online 

Using farmers.gov, producers, entities and those acting on their behalf can also: 

• View, upload, download, and e-sign conservation documents. 

• Request financial assistance, including submitting a program application. 
• View and submit conservation requests. 
• View technical references and submit questions. 
• Access information on current and past conservation practices, plans and contracts. 
• Report practice completion and request practice certification. 
• View farm loan and interest information (producers only). 

Future plans include adding the ability to import and view other shapefiles, such as precision agriculture 
planting boundaries. 
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To access your information, you’ll will need a USDA eAuth account to login to farmers.gov. After obtaining 
an eAuth account, producers should visit farmers.gov and sign into the site’s authenticated portal via the 
Sign In/Sign Up link at the top right of the website. Google Chrome, Mozilla Firefox or Microsoft Edge are 
the recommended browsers to access the feature. 

In addition to the self-service features available by logging into farmers.gov, the website also has ample 
information on USDA programs, including pandemic assistance, farm loans, disaster assistance, 
conservation programs and crop insurance. Recently, USDA updated the navigation and organization of 
the site as well as added some new webpages, including “Get Involved,” “Common Forms,” and 
“Translations.” Learn more about these changes. 

 
Keeping Livestock Inventory Records 
Livestock inventory records are necessary in the event of a natural disaster, so remember to keep them 
updated. 

When disasters strike, the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) can help you if you’ve suffered excessive 
livestock death losses and grazing or feed losses due to eligible natural disasters. 

To participate in livestock disaster assistance programs, you’ll be required to provide verifiable 
documentation of death losses resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and must submit a notice 
of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. For 
grazing or feed losses, you must submit a notice of loss to your local FSA office within 30 calendar days 
of when the loss is apparent and should maintain documentation and receipts. 

You should record all pertinent information regarding livestock inventory records including: 

• Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock 
• Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts. 

For more information on documentation requirements, contact your local County USDA Service Center at 
or visit fsa.usda.gov. 

 
USDA Offers Online Tool for Drought-Stricken Ranchers 
to Estimate Compensation for Feed Transportation Costs 
 An online tool is now available to help ranchers document and estimate payments to cover feed 
transportation costs caused by drought, which are now covered by the Emergency Assistance for 
Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP). The U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) updated the program this year to include feed transportation costs as well 
as lowered the threshold for when assistance for water hauling expenses is available. USDA’s Farm 
Service Agency (FSA) will begin taking applications this fall.   

The new ELAP Feed Transportation Producer Tool is a Microsoft Excel workbook that enables ranchers 
to input information specific to their operation to determine an estimated payment. Final payments may 
vary depending on eligibility.   

To use the tool, ranchers will need:  

• Number of truckloads for this year. 
• Mileage per truckload this year. 
• Share of feed cost this year (if splitting loads). 
• Number of truckloads you normally haul. 
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• Normal mileage per truckload.  
• Share of normal feed cost 

The tool requires Microsoft Excel, and a tutorial video is available. 

Updates to ELAP  

ELAP provides financial assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybees and farm-raised fish for 
losses due to disease, certain adverse weather events or loss conditions as determined by the Secretary 
of Agriculture. ELAP now covers feed transportation costs where grazing and hay resources have been 
depleted. This includes places where:  

Drought intensity is D2 for eight consecutive weeks as indicated by the U.S. Drought Monitor; or  

Drought intensity is D3 or greater.  

The tool calculates the estimated payment for feed transportation assistance, but it is not an application. 
Once FSA begins accepting applications later this fall for feed transportation assistance, ranchers 
should contact their FSA county office to apply. To simplify the application process, ranchers can print or 
email payment estimates generated by this tool for submission to FSA. The deadline to apply for ELAP, 
including feed transportation costs, for 2021 is Jan. 31, 2022.  

ELAP already covers above normal costs for hauling water to livestock in areas where drought intensity is 
D3 or greater on the drought monitor. FSA is also updating ELAP to also cover water hauling in   areas 
experiencing D2 for eight consecutive weeks, lowering the threshold for this assistance to be available. 
Program benefits are retroactive for 2021.  

Payment Calculations  

USDA will reimburse eligible ranchers 60% of feed transportation costs above what would have been 
incurred in a normal year. Producers qualifying as underserved (socially disadvantaged, limited resource, 
beginning or military veteran) will be reimbursed for 90% of the feed transportation cost above what would 
have been incurred in a normal year.  

USDA uses a national cost formula to determine reimbursement costs that will not include the first 25 
miles and distances exceeding 1,000 transportation miles. The calculation will also exclude the normal 
cost to transport hay or feed if the producer normally purchases some feed. For 2021, the initial cost 
formula of $6.60 per mile will be used (before the percentage is applied).   

Eligibility  

To be eligible for ELAP assistance, livestock must be intended for grazing and producers must have 
incurred feed transportation costs on or after Jan. 1, 2021. Although producers will self-certify losses and 
expenses to FSA, producers are encouraged to maintain good records and retain receipts and related 
documentation in the event these documents are requested for review by the local FSA County 
Committee.   

More Drought Recovery Information  

USDA has taken additional steps to assist drought-impacted producers, including:  

• Extending deadlines for crop insurance premium and administrative fees, and deferring interest 
accrual. 

• Streamlining and accelerating losses and issuance of indemnity payments for crop insurance. 
• Investing $41.8 million through a four-state pilot of the Environmental Quality Incentives Program 

Conservation Incentive Contracts focused on drought practices.  
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• Investing $15 million through a block grant to the Klamath Drought Response Agency to provide 
payments to producers to reduce irrigation demand.  

USDA offers a comprehensive portfolio of disaster assistance programs.  On farmers.gov, the Disaster 
Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster Assistance-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery 
Tool can help producers and landowners determine all program or loan options available for disaster 
recovery assistance. For details, producers should contact their local USDA Service Center.  

 
Change to Policy on Filing a Notice of Loss for Grazed 
Forage Producers with NAP Coverage 
For the 2021 and subsequent crop years, NAP forage producers with the intended use of grazing who 
elect to use independent assessments or other approved alternative loss percentage methods to 
establish their loss are no longer required to file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss with FSA.  However, a CCC-
576 Application for Payment form must be submitted to FSA no later than 60 calendar days after the 
coverage period ends. 

Producers that elect to have the grazing loss determined using similar mechanically harvested units still 
must timely file a CCC-576 Notice of Loss within 15 days of the disaster event or damage to the crop first 
becomes apparent or within 15 days of harvest. 

 
Disaster Assistance for 2021 Livestock Forage Losses 
Producers in Utah are eligible to apply for 2021 Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP) benefits on non 
irrigated native and improved pasture. 

LFP provides compensation if you suffer grazing losses for covered livestock due to drought on privately 
owned or cash leased land or fire on federally managed land. 

County committees can only accept LFP applications after notification is received by the National Office of 
qualifying drought or if a federal agency prohibits producers from grazing normal permitted livestock on 
federally managed lands due to qualifying fire.  You must complete a CCC-853 and the required 
supporting documentation no later than January 30, 2022, for 2021 losses. 

For additional information about LFP, including eligible livestock and fire criteria, contact the local County 
USDA Service Center or visit fsa.usda.gov. 
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