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USDA Now Accepting Applications for Farm
Loans Online

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has launched an online application for Direct
Loan customers. More than 26,000 customers who submit a Direct Loan application each
year can now use an online, interactive, guided application that is paperless and provides
helpful features including an electronic signature option, the ability to attach supporting
documents such as tax returns, complete a balance sheet and build a farm operating plan.
This tool is part of a broader effort by USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) to streamline
its processes, improve customers service, and expand credit access.

The online farm loan application replicates the support an applicant would receive when
completing a loan application in person with an FSA Farm Loan Officer, while continuing
to provide customers with one-on-one assistance as needed. This tool and other process
improvements allow farmers and ranchers to submit complete loan applications and
reduce the number of incomplete and withdrawn applications.
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Through a personalized dashboard, borrowers can track the progress of their loan
application. It can be accessed on farmers.gov or by completing FSA’s Loan Assistance
Tool at farmers.gov/loan-assistance-tool. To use the online loan application tool,
producers must establish a USDA customer account and a USDA Level 2 eAuthentication
(“eAuth”) account or a Login.gov account. For the initial stage, the online application tool is
only available for producers who will be, or are currently, operating their farm as an
individual. FSA is expanding the tools availability to married couples applying jointly and
other legal entities in 2024.

Farm Loan Improvement Efforts

FSA has a significant initiative underway to streamline and automate Farm Loan Program
customer-facing business processes. For the over 26,000 producers who submit a Direct
Loan application to FSA annually, and its 85,000 Direct Loan borrowers, FSA has made
improvements this year, including:

e A simplified direct loan paper application, reduced from 29 pages to 13 pages.

e The Loan Assistance Tool on farmers.gov that provides customers with an
interactive online, step-by-step guide to identifying the Direct Loan products that
may be a fit for their business needs and to understanding the application process.

More Information

FSA continues to accept and review individual requests for assistance from borrowers
who took certain extraordinary measures to avoid delinquency on their direct FSA loans or
those who missed a recent installment or are unable to make their next scheduled
installment. All requests for assistance must be received by Dec. 31, 2023. For more
information, or to submit a request for assistance, producers can contact their local USDA
Service Center or visit farmers.gov/inflation-reduction-investments/assistance.

The Inflation Reduction Act, a historic, once-in-a-generation investment and opportunity
for agricultural communities, provided $3.1 billion for USDA to provide relief for distressed
borrowers with certain FSA direct and guaranteed loans and to expedite assistance for
those whose agricultural operations are at financial risk. Since October 2022, USDA has
provided approximately $1.6 billion in immediate assistance to more than 27,000
financially distressed direct and guaranteed FSA loan borrowers.

USDA Extends Application Deadline for
Discrimination Financial Assistance Program to
Jan. 13

The application period is now open for a new financial assistance program under Section
22007 of the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA), for farmers, ranchers, and forest landowners
who experienced discrimination in USDA farm lending programs prior to January 2021.
The application process will close on January 13, 2024. Borrowers will have the option to
apply for assistance online via 22007apply.gov or through a paper-based form.

Details about the program, including an application and e-filing portal, are available at
22007apply.gov. The website includes an English and Spanish language application that
applicants can download or submit via an e-filing portal, information on how to obtain
technical assistance in-person or virtually, and additional resources and details about the
program. Applicants can also call the free call center at 1-800-721-0970, or visit one of
several dozen brick-and-mortar offices the program has set up around the country.
Locations are provided on the program website and vendors will update the local events
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schedule with more information as it becomes available. It is important to note that filing
an application is FREE and does not require a lawyer.

If you want to get weekly updates on the program’s events and progress, you can go to
https://22007apply.gov, and subscribe to a weekly newsletter.

USDA To Provide Additional Financial
Assistance to Qualifying Farm Loan Borrowers
Facing Financial Risk

The USDA announced it will begin providing additional, automatic financial assistance for
qualifying Farm Loan Programs (FLP) borrowers who are facing financial risk. The
announcement is part of the $3.1 billion to help certain distressed farm loan borrowers that
was provided through Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act.

Since the Inflation Reduction Act was signed into law by President Biden in August 2022,
USDA has provided approximately $1.15 billion in assistance to more than 20,000
distressed borrowers as a part of an ongoing effort to keep borrowers farming, remove
obstacles that currently prevent many borrowers from returning to their land, and improve
the way that USDA approaches borrowing and loan servicing in the long-term. The
financial assistance announced today will provide qualifying distressed guaranteed loan
borrowers with financial assistance similar to what was already provided to distressed
direct loan borrowers. Based on current analysis, the financial assistance announced
today will assist an estimated approximately 3,500 eligible borrowers, subject to change
as payments are finalized.

Direct FLP Borrowers

Borrowers with an installment due between August 1, 2022, and January 15, 2024, who
have already missed the payment or will not be able to make the upcoming payment, may
request assistance under this program. When all operating costs, family living expenses
and debt repayments are considered, the borrower’s operating plan must lack sufficient
cash flow to make the installment for which assistance is being requested. For the
purposes of determining financial distress for this assistance only, FSA will exclude non-
farm income from the cash flow analysis. This will allow FSA to expeditiously provide
targeted, one-time financial assistance to currently distressed borrowers whose farm
operating income is insufficient to pay their FLP direct loan installment(s).

FSA continues to accept and review individual distressed borrower assistance requests
from direct loan borrowers who missed a recent installment or are unable to make their
next scheduled installment on a qualifying direct FLP loan. All FSA direct borrowers
should have received a letter detailing the eligibility criteria and process for seeking this
type of assistance, which is available even before they become delinquent. As the letter
details, borrowers who are within two months of their next installment may seek a cash
flow analysis from FSA using a recent balance sheet and operating plan to determine their
eligibility.

FSA direct borrowers also received a letter detailing an opportunity to receive assistance if
they took certain extraordinary measures to avoid delinquency on their qualifying direct
FLP loans, such as taking on or refinancing more debt, selling property, or cashing out
retirement or college savings accounts.

Guaranteed FLP Borrowers
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An FLP guaranteed loan borrower is distressed if they qualify under one of the options
below. FLP guaranteed borrowers who qualify under multiple options will receive a
payment based on the option that provides the greatest payment amount:

Payment of any outstanding delinquency on all qualifying FLP guaranteed loans as of Oct.
18, 2022. This includes any guaranteed loan borrowers who did not receive an automatic
payment in 2022 on that loan because they were not yet 60 days delinquent as of Sept.
30, 2022, as well as guaranteed borrowers that became delinquent on a qualifying FLP
guaranteed loan between September 30, 2022, and Oct.18, 2022.

Payment on a qualifying FLP guaranteed loan for which a guaranteed loan borrower
received a loan restructure, which modified the guaranteed loan maturity date, between
March 1, 2020, and Aug. 11, 2023. The payment amount will be the lesser of the post-
restructure annual installment or the amount required to pay the loan in full. The
guaranteed loan must not have been paid in full prior to Aug. 11, 2023.

Payments on certain deferred amounts on qualifying FLP guaranteed loans, not to exceed
$100,000, for guaranteed borrowers who received a deferral or another type of payment
extension, for at least 45 days, between March 1, 2020, and Sept. 30, 2022, from their
guaranteed lender on that qualifying guaranteed loan in response to COVID-19, disasters,
or other revenue shortfalls. The Inflation Reduction Act payment amount will be the lesser
of the most recent deferral or extension amount on the qualifying FLP guaranteed loan, or
the amount required to pay that loan in full. The guaranteed loan must not have been paid
in full prior to Aug. 11, 2023.

This assistance is only available for FLP guaranteed loan borrowers who did not or will not
receive an initial payment on the same FLP guaranteed loan under Inflation Reduction Act
assistance announced in October 2022.

Distressed guaranteed borrowers qualifying for this assistance will receive a United States
Department of the Treasury check that is jointly payable to the borrower and the lender.
These borrowers will also receive a letter from FSA informing them of Inflation Reduction
Act assistance they will receive as well as instructions to make an appointment with their
lender to process the payment and apply it to their qualifying guaranteed loan accounts.
Guaranteed lenders will receive an email in the coming days informing them of this
assistance and any next steps. Lenders will also receive letters informing them which
borrowers will receive assistance and the amount of assistance they will receive.

Any distressed guaranteed borrowers who qualify for these forms of assistance and are
currently in bankruptcy will be addressed using the same case-by-case review process
announced in October 2022 for complex cases.

FSA will also provide relief to qualifying FLP guaranteed loan borrowers determined to be
distressed borrowers based on liability for remaining federal debt subject to debt collection
and garnishment after the liquidation of their guaranteed loan account as of July 31, 2023.
This will allow some borrowers to potentially return to farming. Guaranteed borrowers who
qualify for this assistance will have their federal debt paid automatically by FSA and will
receive a letter informing them of the payment made on their federal debt.

All letters to qualifying guaranteed loan borrowers will contain instructions for opting out of
assistance if a borrower chooses to do so.

Important Tax Information

Similar to other USDA Inflation Reduction Act assistance, payments provided to borrowers
and payments to be applied to FSA farm loan accounts will be reported to the Internal
Revenue Service (IRS). Borrowers receiving this assistance will receive a 1099 form from
FSA. Please note that payments over $600 are subject to Federal and State Income
Taxes and will be reflected on your annual 1099 form. Borrowers are encouraged to



consult a tax professional with all tax-related questions regarding any Inflation Reduction
Act assistance received. USDA also has tax-related resources at farmers.gov/taxes.

Borrowers can submit requests for extraordinary measures or cash flow-based assistance
in person at their local FSA office or by sending in a direct request using the farmers.gov
22006 assistance request portals at farmers.gov/loans/inflation-reduction-
investments/assistance. All requests for assistance must be received by Dec. 31, 2023.

Utah FSA is Hiring

Utah FSA is hiring!! The vacancy announcement for a FSA Farm Loan Officer Trainee
(FLOT) position under the Pathways — Recent Graduate Hiring Authority has posted to
USAjobs.

There is one position that can be filled in the following duty station locations: Vernal,
Cedar City, North Logan, or Salt Lake City.

The announcement is open to Students.

e Current students enrolled in accredited educational institutions from high school to
graduate level. Includes internships, pathways, and other student programs.

¢ Recent graduates from a qualifying educational institution having completed an
academic program within the preceding two years OR will be receiving a degree or
certificate within 120 days of closing date of this announcement.

The position vacancy announcement opened today, Wednesday, December 6, 2023, and
will close at 11:59 EST on Monday, December 18, 2023. That announcement link can be
found here: https://www.usajobs.gov/job/764185700.

USDA Makes Producer-Friendly Change to 2023
Notice of Loss Requirements for Two Livestock
Disaster Assistance Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has waived
certain notice of loss requirements for 2023 for the
Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and
Farm-raised Fish (ELAP) and Livestock Indemnity

Program (LIP). In an effort to streamline assistance to
support access to critical 2023 natural disaster recovery
assistance, USDA’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) is waiving
the requirement to submit ELAP or LIP notices of loss within
a pre-determined number of days for 2023. Instead, producers have the flexibility to
submit 2023 notices of loss as soon as possible, once losses are realized, following a
natural disaster event or no later than the established annual program application for
payment deadlines for each program. FSA county committees are also being asked to re-
evaluate 2023 ELAP and LIP late-filed notices of loss to determine if the waiver applies.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish

ELAP provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybee, and farm-
raised fish losses due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including blizzards,
disease, water shortages and wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and feed losses,
transportation of water and feed to livestock and hauling livestock to grazing acres. ELAP
also covers certain mortality losses for livestock including honeybees and farm-raised fish
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as well as honeybee hive losses. ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by
other FSA disaster assistance programs.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for
ELAP to file a notice of loss with FSA within 30 calendar days from when the loss first
became apparent for livestock and farm-raised fish and 15 calendar days for honeybees.
Under this waiver, notices of loss are to be completed by the eligible producer and
submitted to FSA no later than the annual program application deadline of January

30 following the program year in which the loss occurred. Therefore, producers who
incurred ELAP-eligible losses in 2023, will need to submit a notice of loss by Jan. 30,
2024.

Livestock Indemnity Program

LIP provides disaster recovery assistance to livestock owners and contract growers who
experience livestock deaths, in excess of normal mortality caused by eligible loss
conditions including adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into
the wild by the federal government or protected by federal law, including wolves and avian
predators. LIP also helps livestock owners who must sell livestock at a reduced price
because of an injury from certain loss conditions.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for LIP
to file a notice of loss within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent.
Under this waiver, producers are still required to complete and submit the notice of loss to
FSA no later than the annual program payment application date, which is 60 calendar
days following the program year in which the loss occurred. The LIP payment application
and notice of loss deadline is Feb. 29, 2024, for the 2023 program year.

2023 Disapproved Applications

FSA county committees will review all notices of loss for both ELAP and LIP that were
previously disapproved for the 2023 program year due to late filing and re-evaluate them
to determine if the waiver applies. To receive ELAP and LIP benefits, producers will still
need to file an application for payment by the established program deadline for the 2023
program year. Producers who are unsure about the status of their notice of loss or
application for payment, should contact their local FSA county office as soon as possible.

Supporting Documentation

Accurate records and loss documentation are critical following disaster events and are
required when filing notices of loss with FSA. Acceptable loss documentation includes:

e Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have
died, supplemented, if possible, by photographs or video records of ownership and
losses.

¢ Rendering truck receipts by kind, type, and weight - important to document prior to
disposal.

e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

e Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of
Natural Resources, or other sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to
an eligible loss condition.

¢ Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an
eligible adverse weather or loss condition.

e Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for
equipment rental fees for hay lifts and snow removal.

e Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed.
¢ Number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages.



More Information

The improvements to ELAP and LIP build on others made since 2021. This includes ELAP
benefits for above normal costs for hauling feed and water to livestock and transporting
livestock to other grazing acres during a qualifying drought. FSA also expanded eligible
livestock under ELAP, LIP, and the Livestock Forage Disaster Assistance Program, and
increased the LIP payment rate for beef, beefalo, bison, and dairy animals less than 250
pounds and most recently beef calves over 800 pounds. Learn about USDA disaster
assistance programs on farmers.gov.

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact
sheet and Loan Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine disaster
protection and recovery program or loan options. For more information about FSA
programs, contact your local USDA Service Center.

Utah State University Needs Your Help!

Utah State University is developing resources and services to assist farmers, ranchers
and food makers in marketing their products, developing new products and markets, and
providing access to important grant and loan programs.

We are asking for your input so that we can best determine the resources, services and
educational/outreach programs that would be most beneficial to you!

You have been invited to participate in the survey due to your affiliation with agricultural
and food production. We are interested in your experiences whether you currently own/run
a farm, ranch, or food business or are just in the planning stages.

Your participation is completely voluntary and anonymous, as we will not be collecting any
identifiable information from you.

The survey should take less than 10 minutes of your time.

You may access the survey at:
https://usu.co1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_1Um93FGDxgCbL7w

If you have any questions about this survey, please contact Dr. Kynda Curtis at
kynda.curtis@usu.edu or 435-797-0444. USU IRB protocol #13989.

Improvmg Risk Protection on Tribal Lands

S

More than 46 million acres of tribal land in the United States
are used for production agriculture, an inherently high-risk
business. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is
here to help the producers who operate these tribal lands to
prepare, recover, and build long-term resilience to natural
disasters and climate change, through a suite of disaster

o assistance programs, crop insurance and other risk

~ management options, and conservation programs and
practices.

A new Tribal Partnerships page on USDA'’s farmers.gov website is designed to connect
Tribal Nation leaders, land managers, agricultural producers and citizens with USDA
programs and services. Developed as part of USDA’s commitment to its federal trust
responsibility to Tribal Nations, the web page showcases opportunities for land access,
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indigenous representation, conservation partnerships, and support for tribal food
sovereignty.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA), Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS),
and Risk Management Agency (RMA) offer programs, technical assistance, and insurance
products for managing risk, adopting climate-smart practices, and ensuring a safety net
from weather.

Crop Insurance

Through the Federal Crop Insurance Corporation, USDA provides crop insurance to
farmers and ranchers to help them manage risks on their farms and ranches. There are
many types of insurance products available for a wide variety of production practices,
including organic and sustainable agriculture. Crop insurance can be obtained through an
Approved Insurance Provider (crop insurance agent), while other programs, including
FSA’s Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) coverage can be accessed
by contacting your local USDA Service Center.

Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool

Producers who recently suffered loss or damage due to a natural disaster including crop
and livestock losses, farmland damage as well as damages to farm or ranch infrastructure
such as hay storage facilities, fence, and equipment can use the USDA Disaster
Discovery Tool to receive personalized results outlining which programs best meet their
needs. Find disaster assistance program details and learn more about USDA assistance
at the USDA Disaster Resource Center.

Risk Protection for Beginning, Veteran, Limited Resource and Minority Producers
In 2023, FSA made improvements to NAP to enhance risk protection coverage for
beginning, veteran, limited resource, and minority producers. Learn more about NAP
coverage and other disaster recovery programs at_farmers.gov/protection-recovery.

Crop Acreage Reporting

To be eligible for many USDA programs, including risk management programs,
agricultural producers must file timely acreage reports that document the crops grown on
their farm or ranch and their intended uses. Deadlines for filing crop acreage reports vary
by crop and by state and county.

FSA staff at local USDA Service Centers will provide producers with maps and acreage
reporting deadlines, by crop, for their county. A crop insurance agent can assist with
reporting information necessary for crop insurance benefits. Learn more about crop
acreage reporting here.

Climate-Smart Conservation Practices

USDA is making more than $3 billion in funding available for agricultural producers and
forest landowners nationwide to participate in voluntary conservation programs and adopt
climate-smart practices in fiscal year 2024 as part of President Biden’s Investing in
America agenda. These funds are provided by President Biden’s Inflation Reduction Act —
the largest climate and conservation investment in history. This law invests an additional
$19.5 billion for USDA’s popular conservation programs.

Farmers.gov Portal

Producers can also manage their USDA business on farmers.gov. Signing up for an
account provides one place to do business online with FSA and NRCS, including the
ability to e-sign documents, request assistance and apply for programs. Features on this
site will help expedite acreage reporting, including the ability to view, print and label maps.
A farmers.gov account also offers self-service for FSA and NRCS customers to manage
FSA farm loans and NRCS conservation contracts.

Customers who are new to USDA should visit Get Started at Your USDA Service Center,
then go to farmers.gov/account to create a farmers.gov account.
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For more information about USDA support and partnerships with Tribal Nations, visit
farmers.gov/tribal. To learn more about FSA and NRCS programs, producers can contact
their local USDA Service Center. Visit RMA online to find risk management education and
training opportunities. Watch this USDA Office of Tribal Relations video to hear how
USDA Helps Acoma Pueblo Ranchers.

USDA to Provide More Than $3 Billion to
Commodity and Specialty Crop Producers
Impacted by 2022 Natural Disasters

The U. S Department of Agriculture (USDA) will provide

- more than $3 billion to commaodity and specialty crop
producers impacted by natural disaster events in 2022.
Eligible impacted producers can apply for financial
assistance through the Emergency Relief Program (ERP)
2022. The program will help offset the financial impacts of
crop yield and value losses from qualifying disasters

occurring in 2022.

Background

On Dec. 29, 2022, President Biden signed into law the Disaster Relief Supplemental
Appropriations Act, 2023 (P.L. 117-328) that provides about $3.7 billion in financial
assistance for agricultural producers impacted by eligible natural disasters that occurred in
calendar year 2022.

ERP 2022 covers losses to crops, trees, bushes and vines due to qualifying, calendar
year 2022 natural disaster events including wildfires, hurricanes, floods, derechos,
excessive heat, tornadoes, winter storms, freeze (including a polar vortex), smoke
exposure, excessive moisture, qualifying drought and related conditions.

ERP 2022 program benefits will be delivered to eligible producers through a two-track
process. FSA intends to make both tracks available to producers at the same time. This
two-track approach enables USDA to:

e Streamline the application process.
¢ Reduce the paperwork burden on producers.

e Proactively include provisions for underserved producers who have not been well
served by past emergency relief efforts.

e Encourage producer participation in existing risk management programs to
mitigate the impacts of future severe weather events.

It's important to note that disaster-impacted producers may be eligible for ERP 2022
assistance under one or both tracks. To avoid duplicative benefits, if a producer applies
for both tracks, the Track 2 payment calculation will take into account any payments
received through Track 1.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 1

ERP 2022 Track 1 leverages existing federal crop insurance or Noninsured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) data as the basis for calculating payments for eligible crop
producers who received indemnities through these risk management programs.

Although FSA is sending pre-filled ERP 2022 Track 1 application forms to producers who
have crop insurance and NAP data already on file with USDA, producers indemnified for
losses resulting from 2022 natural disasters do not have to wait to receive the application
before requesting ERP 2022 assistance. Effective Oct. 31, 2023, producers can apply for
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ERP 2022 benefits whether they have received the pre-filled application or not. Receipt of
a pre-filled application is not confirmation that a producer is eligible to receive an ERP
2022 Track 1 payment.

USDA estimates that ERP Track 1 benefits will reach more than 206,000 producers who
received indemnities for losses covered by federal crop insurance and more than 4,500
producers who obtained NAP coverage for the 2022 crop year.

ERP 2022 Application Process — Track 2

Track 2 is a revenue-based certification program designed to assist eligible producers who
suffered an eligible decrease in revenue resulting from 2022 calendar year disaster events
when compared with revenue in a benchmark year using revenue information that is
readily available from most tax records. In cases where revenue does not reasonably
reflect a normal year’s revenue, Track 2 provides an alternative method for establishing
revenue. Likewise, Track 2 affords producers of crops that are used within an operation
and do not generate revenue from the sale of the crop a method for establishing revenue
for the purpose of applying for ERP 2022 benefits. Producers are not required to submit
tax records to FSA unless requested by the County Committee if required for an FSA
compliance spot check.

Although not required when applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, applicants might find the
following documents useful to the process:

e Schedule F (Form 1040)

e Profit or Loss from Farming or similar tax documents for tax years 2018, 2019,
2022 and 2023.

Track 2 targets gaps in emergency relief assistance for eligible producers whose eligible
losses were not covered by crop insurance or NAP including revenue losses too small
(shallow loss) to be covered by crop insurance.

Producers interested in applying for ERP 2022 Track 2, should contact their local FSA
county office. Additional reference resources can be found on FSA’s emergency relief
website.

Additional Required Forms

For both ERP 2022 tracks, all producers must have certain required forms on file with FSA
within 60 days of the ERP 2022 deadline. Producers can apply for ERP 2022 starting Oct.
31, 2023. The application deadline has not yet been determined and will be announced at
a later date. If not already on file, producers can update, complete and submit required
forms to FSA at any time.

Required forms:

e Form AD-2047, Customer Data Worksheet.
e Form CCC-902, Farm Operating Plan for an individual or legal entity.
e Form CCC-901, Member Information for Legal Entities (if applicable).

e Form FSA-510, Request for an Exception to the $125,000 Payment Limitation for
Certain Programs (if applicable).

e Form CCC-860, Socially Disadvantaged, Limited Resource, Beginning and
Veteran Farmer or Rancher Cettification, if applicable, for the 2022 program year.

e A highly erodible land conservation (sometimes referred to as HELC) and wetland
conservation certification (Form AD-1026 Highly Erodible Land Conservation
(HELC) and Wetland Conservation (WC) Certification) for the ERP producer and
applicable affiliates.
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Most producers, especially those who have previously participated in FSA programs, will
likely have these required forms on file. However, those who are uncertain or want to
confirm the status of their forms can contact their local FSA county office.

Future Insurance Coverage Requirements

All producers who receive ERP 2022 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP
coverage where crop insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as
determined by the Secretary. Purchased coverage must be at the 60/100 coverage level
or higher for insured crops or at the catastrophic coverage level or higher for NAP crops.

More Information

ERP 2022 eligibility details and payment calculation factor tables are available on the
emergency relief website, in the ERP Track 1 and ERP Track 2 fact sheets and through
your local ESA county office.

USDA’s Insurance Option Offers First of Its Kind
Risk Management Tool for Cow-Calf Producers

" USDA recently announced Weaned Calf Risk Protection,
! a new insurance option for livestock producers in several
states. This policy, offered by USDA’s Risk Management
Agency (RMA), offers Actual Production History (APH)
coverage for beef cow-calf producers to insure revenue
from their spring calving operations. Weaned Calf Risk
Protection will be available for the 2024 crop year.

APH policies insure producers against yield losses due to
natural causes such as drought, excessive moisture, hail,
wind, frost, insects, and disease. In the case of the new Weaned Calf Risk Protection,
coverage is provided for a decline in price and loss of yield due to a decrease of overall
weaning weight like revenue coverage offered for other crops.

The program will be available in Colorado, Nebraska, South Dakota, and Texas, beginning
with the Jan. 31, 2024, sales closing date for the 2024 crop year. Coverage levels
between 50 and 85% will be available along with catastrophic coverage.

This new insurance program adds to the suite of livestock insurance available to livestock
producers such as Livestock Gross Margin (LGM), Livestock Risk Protection (LRP),
Pasture, Rangeland, Forage (PRF), Annual Forage (AF), and Dairy Revenue Protection
(DRP).

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents, whom
interested producers should contact. A list of crop insurance agents is available at all
USDA Service Centers and online at the RMA Agent Locator. Learn more about crop
insurance and the modern farm safety net at rma.usda.gov or by contacting your RMA

Regional Office.

USDA Develops Simplified Direct Loan
Application to Improve Customer Service

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has developed a simplified direct loan
application to provide improved customer experience for producers applying for loans from
the Farm Service Agency (FSA). The simplified direct loan application enables producers
to complete a more streamlined application, reduced from 29 to 13 pages. Producers will
also have the option to complete an electronic fillable form or prepare a traditional, paper
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application for submission to their local FSA farm loan office. The paper and electronic
versions of the form are now available.

Approximately 26,000 producers submit a direct loan application to the FSA annually, but
there is a high rate of incomplete or withdrawn applications, due in part to a challenging
and lengthy paper-based application process. Coupled with the Loan Assistance Tool
released in October 2022, the simplified application will provide all loan applicants access
to information regarding the application process and assist them with gathering the correct
documents before they begin the process. This new application will help farmers and
ranchers submit complete loan applications and reduce the number of incomplete,
rejected, or withdrawn applications.

In October 2022, USDA launched the Loan Assistance Tool, an online step-by-step guide
that provides materials to help an applicant prepare their farm loan application in one

tool. Farmers can access the Loan Assistance Tool by visiting farmers.gov/farm-loan-
assistance-tool and clicking the ‘Get Started’ button. The tool is built to run on any modern
browser like Chrome, Edge, Firefox, or the Safari browser. A version compatible with
mobile devices is expected to be available by the summer. It does not work in Internet
Explorer.

The simplified direct loan application and Loan Assistance Tool are the first of multiple
farm loan process improvements that will be available to USDA customers on farmers.gov
in the future. Other improvements that are anticipated to launch in 2023 include:

e Aninteractive online direct loan application that gives customers a paperless and
electronic signature option, along with the ability to attach supporting documents
such as tax returns.

¢ An online direct loan repayment feature that relieves borrowers from the necessity
of calling, mailing, or visiting a local Service Center to pay a loan installment.

USDA provides access to credit to approximately 115,000 producers who cannot obtain
sufficient commercial credit through direct and guaranteed farm loans. With the funds and
direction Congress provided in Section 22006 of the Inflation Reduction Act, USDA took
action in October 2022 to provide relief to qualifying distressed borrowers while working on
making transformational changes to loan servicing so that borrowers are provided the
flexibility and opportunities needed to address the inherent risks and unpredictability
associated with agricultural operations.

Soon, all direct loan borrowers will receive a letter from USDA describing the
circumstances under which additional payments will be made to distressed borrowers and
how they can work with their FSA local office to discuss these options. Producers can
explore all available options on all FSA loan options at fsa.usda.gov or by contacting

their local USDA Service Center.

Beginning Farmer Loan Opportunity

Accessing capital to begin, extend or support an agriculture operation can be especially
challenging to new producers. Farm Service Agency’s “Beginning Farmer” direct and
guaranteed loan programs provide an opportunity for qualified applicants to secure loans
from funding set aside for producers who meet the following conditions:

e Has operated a farm for not more than 10 years
o Will materially and substantially participate in the operation of the farm
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e Agrees to participate in a loan assessment, borrower training and financial
management program sponsored by FSA

e Does not own a farm in excess of 30 percent of the county’s average size farm.

For more information contact, contact your local County USDA Service Center at or visit
fsa.usda.gov.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database and needs your help. Please report any
changes of address, zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or
business name on file to our office. You should also report changes in your farm
operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or purchase. You should also report any
changes to your operation in which you reorganize to form a Trust, LLC or other legal
entity.

FSA and NRCS program participants are required to promptly report changes in their
farming operation to the County Committee in writing and to update their Farm Operating
Plan on form CCC-902.

To update your records, contact your local County USDA Service Center.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct
Farm Ownership Loans

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers
and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save farmland
for future generations.

There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial
needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital.
FSA lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State
program or the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds,
with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is
$600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general
eligibility requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the
business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to
the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their
participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about farm loans, contact your local County USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxNjUsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi8_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTIwNi44NjcxMDEzMSJ9.Fgwt8_rFuJeFr2ydre2aufRNttWjC8_fgZAdskYVovs/s/1120350452/br/232392577261-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxNjYsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9wcm9ncmFtcy1hbmQtc2VydmljZXMvZmFybS1sb2FuLXByb2dyYW1zL2Zhcm0tb3duZXJzaGlwLWxvYW5zL2luZGV4P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzEyMDYuODY3MTAxMzEifQ.4-nH8lT0u9JiRjCA8zxNjE7Mas4VPkGtusQhsvy8gU0/s/1120350452/br/232392577261-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxNjcsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9wcm9ncmFtcy1hbmQtc2VydmljZXMvZmFybS1sb2FuLXByb2dyYW1zL21pY3JvbG9hbnMvaW5kZXg_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDIzMTIwNi44NjcxMDEzMSJ9.9JV8CnKCnqFyh0I0ets9WIMd5dYwVXZVDgxB2xYW5QA/s/1120350452/br/232392577261-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxNjgsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHA6Ly93d3cuZnNhLnVzZGEuZ292P3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMzEyMDYuODY3MTAxMzEifQ.XX98ohT9i0yJCjDonId6Uc6dUa3uNnkvKoM2aeKzW-A/s/1120350452/br/232392577261-l

Filing CCC-941 Adjusted Gross Income
Certifications

If you have experienced delays in receiving Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price
Loss Coverage (PLC) payments, Loan Deficiency Payments (LDPs) and Market Gains on
Marketing Assistance Loans (MALSs), it may be because you have not filed form CCC-941,
Adjusted Gross Income Cettification.

If you don’t have a valid CCC-941 on file for the applicable crop year you will not receive
payments. All farm operator/tenants/owners who have not filed a CCC-941 and have
pending payments should IMMEDIATELY file the form with their recording county FSA
office. Farm operators and tenants are encouraged to ensure that their landowners have
filed the form.

FSA can accept the CCC-941 for 2018, 2019, 2020, 2021, and 2022. Unlike the past, you
must have the CCC-941 certifying your AGI compliance before any payments can be
issued.

Utah Farm Service Agency

125 South State Street
Room 3202
Salt Lake City, UT 84138

Phone: 801-524-4530
Fax: 844-715-5091

State Executive Director Utah FSA State Committee

Lance Munns, Chairman
Merlin Esplin
Alisa Meyer

Mark Gibbons
mark.gibbons@usda.gov

Farm Loan Chief Farm Program Specialist

Korry Soper Cary Son
korry.soper@usda.gov cary.son@usda.gov

Farm Program Specialist
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866)




632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)

377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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