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USDA Announces Conservation Reserve
Program General Signup for 2024

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced
that agricultural producers and private landowners can
begin signing up for the general Conservation Reserve
Program (CRP) starting March 4 and running through
March 29, 2024. The announcement was made earlier
today by Zach Ducheneaux, Administrator of the USDA’s
Farm Service Agency (FSA) at this year's National
Pheasant Fest, in Sioux Falls, SD.

On Nov. 16, 2023, President Biden signed into law H.R. 6363, the Further Continuing
Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Pub. L. 118-22), which extended the
Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (Pub. L. 115-334), more commonly known as the
2018 Farm Bill, through Sept. 30, 2024. This extension allows authorized programs,
including CRP, to continue operating.

As one of the largest private lands conservation programs in the United States, CRP
offers a range of conservation options to farmers, ranchers, and landowners. It has been
an especially strong opportunity for farmers with less productive or marginal cropland,
helping them re-establish valuable land cover to help improve water quality, prevent soil
erosion, and support wildlife habitat.

Producers and landowners enrolled about 926,000 acres in General CRP in 2023,
bringing the total of enrolled acres in General CRP to 7.78 million. This, combined with all



other acres in CRP through other enrollment opportunities, such as Grassland and
Continuous CRP, bring the current total of enrolled acres to 24.8 million.

General CRP

General CRP helps producers and landowners establish long-term, resource-conserving
plant species, such as approved grasses or trees, to control soil erosion, improve water
quality and enhance wildlife habitat on cropland. Additionally, General CRP includes a
Climate-Smart Practice Incentive to help increase carbon sequestration and reduce
greenhouse gas emissions by helping producers and landowners establish trees and
permanent grasses, enhance wildlife habitat, and restore wetlands.

General CRP is one of several ways agricultural producers and private landowners can
participate in the program.

Other CRP Options

This past January FSA began accepting applications for the Continuous CRP signup.
Under this enroliment, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP throughout the year.
Offers are automatically accepted provided the producer and land meet the eligibility
requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory cap.

The USDA also offers financial assistance to producers and landowners enrolled in CRP
to improve the health of their forests through the Forest Management Incentive (FMI),
which can help participants with forest management practices, such as brush
management and prescribed burning.

FSA will announce the dates for Grassland CRP signup in the near future.

Producers with expiring CRP acres can use the Transition Incentives Program (TIP),
which incentivizes producers who sell or enter a long-term lease with a beginning,
veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who plans to sustainably farm or
ranch the land.

How to Sign Up

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service
Center to learn more or to apply for the program before their deadlines.

<link to news release>

Dairy Producers Can Enroll for 2024 Dairy
Margin Coverage Beginning Feb. 28

Starting Feb. 28, dairy producers will be able to enroll for
2024 Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC), an important safety
1% net program offered through the U.S. Department of
« Agriculture (USDA) that provides producers with price
support to help offset milk and feed price differences. This
| year's DMC signup begins Feb. 28, 2024, and ends April
29, 2024. For those who sign up for 2024 DMC coverage,
payments may begin as soon as March 4, 2024, for any payments that triggered in
January 2024.

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) has revised the regulations for DMC to allow eligible
dairy operations to make a one-time adjustment to established production history. This
adjustment will be accomplished by combining previously established supplemental
production history with DMC production history for those dairy operations that
participated in Supplemental Dairy Margin Coverage during a prior coverage year. DMC
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has also been authorized through calendar year 2024. Congress passed a 2018 Farm
Bill extension requiring these regulatory changes to the program.

DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers protection to dairy producers
when the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed price (the margin)
falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. In 2023, Dairy Margin
Coverage payments triggered in 11 months including two months, June and July, where
the margin fell below the catastrophic level of $4.00 per hundredweight, a first for Dairy
Margin Coverage or its predecessor Margin Protection Program.

2024 DMC Coverage and Premium Fees FSA has revised DMC regulations to extend
coverage for calendar year 2024, which is retroactive to Jan. 1, 2024, and to provide an
adjustment to the production history for dairy operations with less than 5 million pounds
of production. In previous years, smaller dairy operations could establish a supplemental
production history and receive Supplemental Dairy Margin Coverage. For 2024, dairy
producers can establish one adjusted base production history through DMC for each
participating dairy operation to better reflect the operation’s current production.

For 2024 DMC enroliment, dairy operations that established supplemental production
history through Supplemental Dairy Margin Coverage for coverage years 2021 through
2023, will combine the supplemental production history with established production
history for one adjusted base production history.

For dairy operations enrolled in 2023 DMC under a multi-year lock-in contract, lock-in
eligibility will be extended until Dec. 31, 2024. In addition, dairy operations enrolled in
multi-year lock-in contracts are eligible for the discounted DMC premium rate during the
2024 coverage year. To confirm 2024 DMC lock-in coverage or opt out in favor of an
annual contract for 2024, dairy operations having lock-in contracts must enroll during the
2024 DMC enrollment period.

DMC offers different levels of coverage, even an option that is free to producers, minus a
$100 administrative fee. The administrative fee is waived for dairy producers who are
considered limited resource, beginning, socially disadvantaged or a military veteran. To
determine the appropriate level of DMC coverage for a specific dairy operation,
producers can use the online dairy decision tool.

DMC Payments DMC payments are calculated using updated feed and premium hay
costs, making the program more reflective of actual dairy producer expenses. These
updated feed calculations use 100% premium alfalfa hay.

More Information USDA also offers other risk management tools for dairy producers,
including the Dairy Revenue Protection (DRP) plan that protects against a decline in milk
revenue (yield and price) and the Livestock Gross Margin (LGM) plan, which provides
protection against the loss of the market value of milk minus the feed costs. Both DRP
and LGM livestock insurance policies are offered through the Risk Management Agency.
Producers should contact their local crop insurance agent for more information.

For more information on DMC, visit the DMC webpage or contact your local USDA
Service Center.

Agricultural Producers Have Until March 15 to
Enroll in USDA’s Key Commodity Safety Net
Programs for the 2024 Crop Year
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Agricultural producers who have not yet enrolled in the
Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) or Price Loss Coverage
(PLC) programs for the 2024 crop year have until March
15, 2024, to revise elections and sign contracts. Both
safety net programs, delivered by USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA), provide vital income support to farmers who
experience substantial declines in crop prices or revenues
for the 2024 crop year. In Utah, producers have completed
2,966 contracts to date, representing 73% of the more than 4,000 expected

contracts.

Producers can elect coverage and enroll in ARC-County or PLC, which provide crop-by-
crop protection, or ARC-Individual, which protects the entire farm. Although election
changes for 2024 are optional, producers must enroll, with a signed contract, each year.
If a producer has a multi-year contract on the farm, the contract will continue for 2024
unless an election change is made.

If producers do not submit their election revision by the March 15, 2024, deadline, the
election remains the same as their 2023 election for eligible commodities on the

farm. Also, producers who do not complete enrollment and sign their contract by the
deadline will not be enrolled in ARC or PLC for the 2024 year and will not receive a
payment if one is triggered. Farm owners can only enroll in these programs if they have a
share interest in the commaodity.

Producers are eligible to enroll farms with base acres for the following

commodities: barley, canola, large and small chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain
sorghum, lentils, mustard seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice,
medium and short grain rice, safflower seed, seed cotton, sesame, soybeans, sunflower
seed and wheat.

Web-Based Decision Tools

There is web-based ARCPLC information/decision tools to help producers make
informed, educated decisions using crop data specific to their respective farming
operations. Producers are encouraged to start at: https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-
and-services/arcplc_program/index

Crop Insurance Considerations

Producers are reminded that enrolling in ARC or PLC programs can impact eligibility for
some crop insurance products offered by USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA).
Producers who elect and enroll in PLC also have the option of purchasing Supplemental
Coverage Option (SCO) through their Approved Insurance Provider, but producers of
covered commodities who elect ARC are ineligible for SCO on their planted acres.

Unlike SCO, RMA’s Enhanced Coverage Option (ECO) is unaffected by participating in
ARC for the same crop, on the same acres. You may elect ECO regardless of your farm
program election.

More Information

For more information on ARC and PLC, producers can visit the ARC and PLC webpage or
contact their local USDA Service Center. Producers can also prepare maps for acreage
reporting as well as manage farm loans and view other farm records data and customer
information by logging into their farmers.gov account. If you don’t have an account, sign
up today.

USDA Now Accepting Farm Loan Payments
Online


https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..eGQmRq6XxTmm-qSmluLOSs4ws6y0KYLaOlix8gdfedM/s/1120350452/br/238422080552-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9..eGQmRq6XxTmm-qSmluLOSs4ws6y0KYLaOlix8gdfedM/s/1120350452/br/238422080552-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTMsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZzYS51c2RhLmdvdi9wcm9ncmFtcy1hbmQtc2VydmljZXMvYXJjcGxjX3Byb2dyYW0vaW5kZXg_dXRtX21lZGl1bT1lbWFpbCZ1dG1fc291cmNlPWdvdmRlbGl2ZXJ5IiwiYnVsbGV0aW5faWQiOiIyMDI0MDMwNy45MTQ0MTQ1MSJ9.5MYXLR4qyD7CliVsr-CgWsf9wtEullAziDxXbey1PUk/s/1120350452/br/238422080552-l
https://lnks.gd/l/eyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMTQsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsInVybCI6Imh0dHBzOi8vd3d3LmZhcm1lcnMuZ292L3dvcmtpbmctd2l0aC11cy9zZXJ2aWNlLWNlbnRlci1sb2NhdG9yP3V0bV9tZWRpdW09ZW1haWwmdXRtX3NvdXJjZT1nb3ZkZWxpdmVyeSIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyNDAzMDcuOTE0NDE0NTEifQ.dmGasiI-YDVk1BV6-ctXV76cSdmKxCcydlGd7PoEWKc/s/1120350452/br/238422080552-l

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced
FAR M today that most farm loan borrowers will soon be able to
make payments to their direct loans online through the Pay
My Loan feature on farmers.gov in early February. Pay My
LOAN § Loan is part of a broader effort by USDA’s Farm Service
Agency (FSA) to streamline its processes, especially for
PROGRAMS producers who may have limited time during the planting or
: 8 harvest seasons to visit a local FSA office; modernize and
' improve customer service; provide additional customer
self-service tools; and expand credit access to assist more producers.

On average, local USDA Service Centers process more than 225,000 farm loan
payments each year. Pay My Loan gives most borrowers an online repayment option and
relieves them from needing to call, mail, or visit a Service Center to pay their loan
installment. Farm loan payments can now be made at the borrower’s convenience, on
their schedule and outside of FSA office hours.

Pay My Loan also provides time savings for FSA’s farm loan employees by minimizing

manual payment processing activities. This new service for producers means that farm
loan employees will have more time to focus on reviewing and processing new loans or
servicing requests.

The Pay My Loan feature can be accessed at farmers.gov/loans. To use the payment
feature, producers must establish a USDA customer account and a USDA Level 2
eAuthentication (*eAuth”) account or a Login.gov account. This initial release only allows
individuals with loans to make online payments. For now, borrowers with jointly payable
checks will need to continue to make loan payments through their local office.

FSA has a significant initiative underway to streamline and automate the Farm Loan
Program customer-facing business process. For the over 26,000 producers who submit a
direct loan application annually, FSA has made various improvements including:

e The Online Loan Application, an interactive, guided application that is paperless
and provides helpful features including an electronic signature option, the ability
to attach supporting documents such as tax returns, complete a balance sheet,
and build a farm operating plan.

e The Loan Assistance Tool that provides customers with an interactive online,
step-by-step guide to identifying the direct loan products that may be a fit for their
business needs and to understanding the application process.

e A simplified direct loan paper application, which reduced loan applications by
more than half, from 29 pages to 13 pages.

USDA Offers Disaster Assistance for Producers
Facing Inclement Weather

Severe weather events create significant challenges and often result in catastrophic loss
for agricultural producers. Despite every attempt to mitigate risk, your operation may
suffer losses. USDA offers several programs to help with recovery.

Risk Management

For producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or

the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), we want to remind you to
report crop damage to your crop insurance agent or the local Farm Service Agency
(FSA) office.
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If you have crop insurance, contact your agency within 72 hours of discovering damage
and be sure to follow up in writing within 15 days. If you have NAP coverage, file a Notice
of Loss (also called Form CCC-576) within 15 days of loss becoming apparent, except for
hand-harvested crops, which should be reported within 72 hours.

Disaster Assistance
USDA also offers disaster assistance programs, which is especially important to

livestock, fruit and vegetable, specialty and perennial crop producers who have fewer risk
management options.

First, the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) and Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybee and Farm-raised Fish Program (ELAP) reimburses producers for a portion of
the value of livestock, poultry and other animals that died as a result of a qualifying
natural disaster event or for loss of grazing acres, feed and forage. And, the Livestock
Forage Disaster Program (LFP) provides assistance to producers of grazed forage crop
acres that have suffered crop loss due to a qualifying drought. Livestock producers
suffering the impacts of drought can also request Emergency Haying and Grazing on
Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) acres.

Next, the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) provides cost share assistance to rehabilitate
and replant tree, vines or shrubs loss experienced by orchards and nurseries. This
complements NAP or crop insurance coverage, which cover the crop but not the plants or
trees in all cases.

For LIP and ELAP, you will need to file a Notice of Loss for livestock and grazing or feed
losses by the application deadline for each program. For TAP, you will need to file a
program application within 90 days.

Documentation

It's critical to keep accurate records to document all losses following this devastating cold
weather event. Livestock producers are advised to document beginning livestock
numbers by taking time and date-stamped video or pictures prior to after the loss.

Other common documentation options include:

e Purchase records
e Production records
e Vaccination records
e Bank or other loan documents
e Third-party certification
Other Programs
The Emergency Conservation Program and Emergency Forest Restoration Program can

assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical assistance to restore
damaged farmland or forests.

Additionally, FSA offers a variety of loans available including emergency loans that are
triggered by disaster declarations and operating loans that can assist producers with
credit needs. You can use these loans to replace essential property, purchase inputs like
livestock, equipment, feed and seed, or refinance farm-related debts, and other needs.

Meanwhile, USDA’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) provides financial
resources through its Environmental Quality Incentives Program to help with immediate
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needs and long-term support to help recover from natural disasters and conserve water
resources. Assistance may also be available for emergency animal mortality disposal
from natural disasters and other causes.

Additional Resources

Additional details — including payment calculations — can be found on

our NAP, ELAP, LIP, and TAP fact sheets. On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance
Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact sheet, and Farm Loan Discovery Tool can help
you determine program or loan options.

While we never want to have to implement disaster programs, we are here to help. To file
a Notice of Loss or to ask questions about available programs, contact your local USDA
Service Center. Al USDA Service Centers are open for business, including those that
restrict in-person visits or require appointments because of the pandemic.

USDA Expands Insurance Option for Nursery
Growers to All States

USDA is expanding crop insurance tailored for nursery producers to all counties in all
states. Nursery Value Select (NVS) is a pilot program that enables nursery producers to
select the dollar amount of coverage that best fits their risk management needs. Its
expansion is part of USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) efforts to provide
insurance options for a broader group of producers, including specialty crop producers.

NVS provides similar but improved coverage to the longstanding Nursery Field Grown
and Container (FG&C) program. NVS also covers field grown and containerized nursery
plants and offers coverage levels between catastrophic and 75 percent.

Prior to this expansion, NVS was only available in select counties in these states:
Alabama, Colorado, Florida, Michigan, New Jersey, Oregon, Tennessee, Texas, and
Washington. Beginning with the 2025 crop year, NVS will now be available in all counties
in all states. The sales closing date for the 2025 crop year is May 1, 2024, or September
1, 2024, as provided in the actuarial documents.

NVS was first available in the 2021 crop year, and producers insured more than $460
million in liabilities in crop year 2023.

Crop insurance is sold and delivered solely through private crop insurance agents. A list
of crop insurance agents is available at all USDA Service Centers and online at the RMA
Agent Locator. Learn more about crop insurance and the modern farm safety net

at rma.usda.gov or by contacting your RMA Regional Office.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct
Farm Ownership Loans

The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm Ownership loans can help farmers
and ranchers become owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with land tenure to save
farmland for future generations.
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There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular, down payment and joint
financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option for smaller financial
needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital.
FSA lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State
program or the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan
funds, with or without an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing
loan is $600,000, and the repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general
eligibility requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the
business operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to
the date the application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their
participation in the business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about farm loans, contact your local County USDA Service Center
or visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Packages Disaster Protection with Loans
to Benefit Specialty Crop and Diversified
Producers

Producers who apply for Farm Service Agency (FSA) farm loans will be offered the
opportunity to enroll in the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP). NAP is
available to producers who grow noninsurable crops and is especially important to fruit,
vegetable, and other specialty crop growers.

New, underserved and limited income specialty growers who apply for farm loans could
qualify for basic loss coverage at no cost.

The basic disaster coverage protects at 55 percent of the market price for crop losses
that exceed 50 percent of production. Covered “specialty” crops include vegetables,
fruits, mushrooms, floriculture, ornamental nursery, aquaculture, turf grass, ginseng,
honey, syrup, hay, forage, grazing and energy crops. FSA allows beginning,
underserved or limited income producers to obtain NAP coverage up to 90 days after the
normal application closing date when they also apply for FSA credit.

Producers can also protect value-added production, such as organic or direct market
crops, at their fair market value in those markets. Targeted underserved groups eligible
for free or discounted coverage include American Indians or Alaskan Natives, Asians,
Blacks or African Americans, Native Hawaiians or other Pacific Islanders, Hispanics, and
women.

FSA offers a variety of loan products, including farm ownership loans, operating loans
and microloans that have a streamlined application process.

NAP coverage is not limited to FSA borrowers, beginning, limited resource, or
underserved farmers. Any producer who grows eligible NAP crops can purchase
coverage. To learn more, contact your local County USDA Service Center or visit
fsa.usda.gov/nap or fsa.usda.gov/farmloans.
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FSA Investing in Resilience

The programs FSA offers can often be the best news possible for a producer living in that
uncertainty. In 2023, investments from our programs made positive impacts on the lives
of many agricultural producers, including those experiencing distress or those picking up
the pieces after natural disasters — investments that will pay dividends for many years to
come.

Our dedicated employees delivered more than $16.9 billion in farm programs and farm
loans throughout the year. Some noteworthy accomplishments included helping
distressed borrowers, improving our processes and programs, and providing support to
our producers in times of hardship. These accomplishments were borne out of our
concerted effort to approach our policies and programs with fresh eyes, creative ideas
and a common purpose guided by the goal of fairly and equitably delivering the most
assistance to the most producers possible.

We’re proud of our work in 2023, and our efforts to support our nation’s farmers and
ranchers complement the hard work of the Biden-Harris Administration over the past
three years.

Read more about FSA’s successes in 2023 by visiting farmers.gov/blog/fsa-investing-in-
resilience.
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866)

632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866)
377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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