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Dates to Remember

12/25/2023 IAII Offices Closed for Christmas

Deadline for Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program
NAP) Sign-Up for Maple Sap and Honey

Deadline for Borrowers to Submit Requests for
Extraordinary Measures or Cash Flow-Based Assistance in
12/31/2023 person at local FSA office or by sending in a direct request using
the farmers.gov 22006 assistance request portal
at farmers.gov/loans/inflation-reduction-investments/assistance.

01/01/2024 All offices Closed for New Year

Extended Deadline for Notice of Loss and Application for
01/30/2024 Payment for Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybees, and Farm Raised Fish Program (ELAP

Extended Deadline for Notice of Loss and Application for

12/31/2023

01/20/2024 Payment for Tree Assistance Program (TAP
02/29/2024 Deadline for Notice of Loss and Application for Payment

for Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP)
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Note from the State Executive Director

We’ve reached that point in the year when it’s time to celebrate and
appreciate all that has been achieved in the past year, often despite
considerable odds. The impending holiday and celebration period has an !
interesting history going back thousands of years. That history has been co-
opted and adapted to the way each of us thinks about this time of year. We
are fast approaching the time when the days start to get longer again and
the “engine” that is our soil and environment starts to accelerate to that point |
where the grass grows, the seeds can be planted, the goats kid, the cows
calve, and the lambs skip. It should be a wonderful time of year.
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Thank you to all of you who are farmers. Healthy, nutritious and high-quality food as well as
fiber and wood products are only a part of what you mean to all of us in Vermont. You also
create the distinct environment which is Vermont today. The many changes Vermont has
gone through since settlers arrived and impacted the landscape is quite amazing. This
holiday, my family and | will be enjoying a Vermont turkey and other good foods either grown
ourselves or produced on local Vermont farms. | wish you all a very happy holiday season and
look forward to the new year with anticipation and optimism.

FSA Offers Joint Financing Option on Direct Farm
Ownership Loans

| e e | The USDA Farm Service Agency’s (FSA) Direct Farm

f S Ownership loans can help farmers and ranchers become
owner-operators of family farms, improve and expand current
& operations, increase agricultural productivity, and assist with
land tenure to save farmland for future generations.

T There are three types of Direct Farm Ownership Loans: regular,
down payment and Jomt financing. FSA also offers a Direct Farm Ownership Microloan option
for smaller financial needs up to $50,000.

Joint financing allows FSA to provide more farmers and ranchers with access to capital. FSA
lends up to 50 percent of the total amount financed. A commercial lender, a State program or
the seller of the property being purchased, provides the balance of loan funds, with or without
an FSA guarantee. The maximum loan amount for a joint financing loan is $600,000, and the
repayment period for the loan is up to 40 years.

The operation must be an eligible farm enterprise. Farm Ownership loan funds cannot be
used to finance nonfarm enterprises and all applicants must be able to meet general eligibility
requirements. Loan applicants are also required to have participated in the business
operations of a farm or ranch for at least three years out of the 10 years prior to the date the
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application is submitted. The applicant must show documentation that their participation in the
business operation of the farm or ranch was not solely as a laborer.

For more information about farm loans, contact your local USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.

USDA Makes Producer-Friendly Change to 2023
Notice of Loss Requirements for Two Livestock
Disaster Assistance Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has waived certain notice of loss requirements for
2023 for the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish (ELAP)
and Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). In an effort to streamline assistance to support
access to critical 2023 natural disaster recovery assistance, USDA’s Farm Service Agency
(FSA) is waiving the requirement to submit ELAP or LIP notices of loss within a pre-
determined number of days for 2023. Instead, producers have the flexibility to submit 2023
notices of loss as soon as possible, once losses are realized, following a natural disaster
event or no later than the established annual program application for payment deadlines for
each program. FSA county committees are also being asked to re-evaluate 2023 ELAP and
LIP late-filed notices of loss to determine if the waiver applies.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-raised Fish

ELAP provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, honeybee, and farm-
raised fish losses due to an eligible adverse weather or loss condition, including blizzards,
disease, water shortages and wildfires. ELAP covers grazing and feed losses, transportation
of water and feed to livestock and hauling livestock to grazing acres. ELAP also covers certain
mortality losses for livestock including honeybees and farm-raised fish as well as honeybee
hive losses. ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other FSA disaster
assistance programs.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for ELAP
to file a notice of loss with FSA within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became
apparent for livestock and farm-raised fish and 15 calendar days for honeybees. Under this
waiver, notices of loss are to be completed by the eligible producer and submitted to FSA no
later than the annual program application deadline of January 30 following the program year in
which the loss occurred. Therefore, producers who incurred ELAP-eligible losses in 2023, will
need to submit a notice of loss by Jan. 30, 2024.

Livestock Indemnity Program

LIP provides disaster recovery assistance to livestock owners and contract growers who
experience livestock deaths, in excess of normal mortality caused by eligible loss conditions
including adverse weather, disease and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the
federal government or protected by federal law, including wolves and avian predators. LIP
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also helps livestock owners who must sell livestock at a reduced price because of an injury
from certain loss conditions.

For 2023, FSA is waiving the regulatory requirement for producers who are eligible for LIP to
file a notice of loss within 30 calendar days from when the loss first became apparent. Under
this waiver, producers are still required to complete and submit the notice of loss to FSA no
later than the annual program payment application date, which is 60 calendar days following
the program year in which the loss occurred. The LIP payment application and notice of loss
deadline is Feb. 29, 2024, for the 2023 program year.

2023 Disapproved Applications

FSA county committees will review all notices of loss for both ELAP and LIP that were
previously disapproved for the 2023 program year due to late filing and re-evaluate them to
determine if the waiver applies. To receive ELAP and LIP benefits, producers will still need to
file an application for payment by the established program deadline for the 2023 program
year. Producers who are unsure about the status of their notice of loss or application for
payment, should contact their local FSA county office as soon as possible.

Supporting Documentation

Accurate records and loss documentation are critical following disaster events and are
required when filing notices of loss with FSA. Acceptable loss documentation includes:

e Documentation of the number, kind, type, and weight range of livestock that have
died, supplemented, if possible, by photographs or video records of ownership and
losses.

e Rendering truck receipts by kind, type, and weight - important to document prior to
disposal.

e Beginning inventory supported by birth recordings or purchase receipts.

e Documentation from Animal Plant Health Inspection Service, Department of Natural
Resources, or other sources to substantiate eligible death losses due to an eligible
loss condition.

e Documentation that livestock were removed from grazing pastures due to an eligible
adverse weather or loss condition.

e Costs of transporting livestock feed to eligible livestock, such as receipts for
equipment rental fees for hay lifts and snow removal.

e [Feed purchase receipts if feed supplies or grazing pastures are destroyed.
e Number of gallons of water transported to livestock due to water shortages.

More Information

The improvements to ELAP and LIP build on others made since 2021. This includes ELAP
benefits for above normal costs for hauling feed and water to livestock and transporting
livestock to other grazing acres during a qualifying drought. FSA also expanded eligible
livestock under ELAP, LIP, and the Livestock Forage Disaster Assistance Program, and
increased the LIP payment rate for beef, beefalo, bison, and dairy animals less than 250
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pounds and most recently beef calves over 800 pounds. Learn about USDA disaster
assistance programs on farmers.gov.

On farmers.gov, the Disaster Assistance Discovery Tool, Disaster-at-a-Glance fact

sheet and Loan Assistance Tool can help producers and landowners determine disaster
protection and recovery program or loan options. For more information about FSA programs,
contact your local USDA Service Center.

Malted Grains and Maple Syrup Eligible for Farm
Storage Facility Loans

Malted small grains and maple syrup are now eligible for Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL)
through the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

FSFLs provide low-interest financing to help you build or upgrade storage facilities and to
purchase portable (new or used) structures, equipment and storage and handling trucks.

Eligible malted small grains include barley, oats, rice, rye and wheat. Maple sap is used to
produce maple syrup.

The low-interest funds can be used for:

e Dbottler or filling systems for maple syrup, excluding containers

e equipment to improve, maintain, or monitor the quality of stored FSFL commaodities,
such as cleaners, moisture testers, heat detectors, along with a proposed storage
facility

e handling and drying equipment determined by the County Committee to be needed
and essential to the proper functioning of a storage system

e electrical equipment, such as pumps, lighting, motors, and wiring, integral to the
proper operation of the storage and handling equipment, excluding installing electric
service to the electrical meter.

FSFLs are not available for the actual processing of the small grain into the malted commodity
or maple sap into maple syrup. Additionally, purchased commodities are not eligible for
FSFLs.

The following storage and handling equipment is ineligible for FSFLs:

e boiling equipment

o feed handling and processing equipment

e production and feed facilities

e structures of a temporary nature not having a useful life of the term of the loan
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e maple sap tubing and pumping systems.

Loans up to $50,000 can be secured by a promissory note/security agreement, loans between
$50,000 and $100,000 may require additional security, and loans exceeding $100,000 require
additional security.

You do not need to demonstrate the lack of commercial credit availability to apply. The loans
are designed to assist a diverse range of farming operations, including small and mid-sized
businesses, new farmers, operations supplying local food and farmers markets, non-traditional
farm products, and underserved producers.

For more information, contact your local USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov/pricesupport.

Maintaining Good Credit History

Farm Service Agency (FSA) loans require applicants to have a satisfactory credit history. A
credit report is requested for all FSA direct farm loan applicants. These reports are reviewed
to verify outstanding debts, see if bills are paid timely and to determine the impact on cash
flow.

Information on your credit report is strictly confidential and is used only as an aid in conducting
FSA business.

Our farm loan staff will discuss options with you if you have an unfavorable credit report and
will provide a copy of your report. If you dispute the accuracy of the information on the credit
report, it is up to you to contact the issuing credit report company to resolve any errors or
inaccuracies.

There are multiple ways to remedy an unfavorable credit score:

e Make sure to pay bills on time

o Setting up automatic payments or automated reminders can be an effective
way to remember payment due dates.

e Pay down existing debt
e Keep your credit card balances low
e Avoid suddenly opening or closing existing credit accounts

FSA’s farm loan staff will guide you through the process, which may require you to reapply for
a loan after improving or correcting your credit report.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, contact your local USDA Service Center or
visit fsa.usda.gov.
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The Importance of Responding to NASS Surveys

USDA'’s National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) conducts hundreds of surveys every
year and prepares reports covering virtually every aspect of U.S. agriculture.

If you receive a survey questionnaire, please respond quickly and online if possible.

The results of the surveys help determine the structure of USDA farm programs, such as soil
rental rates for the Conservation Reserve Program and prices and yields used for the
Agriculture Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage programs. This county-level data is
critical for USDA farm payment determinations. Survey responses also help associations,
businesses and policymakers advocate for their industry and help educate others on the
importance of agriculture.

NASS safeguards the privacy of all respondents and publishes only aggregate data, ensuring
that no individual operation or producer can be identified.

NASS data is available online at nass.usda.gov/Publications and through the
searchable Quick Stats database. Watch a video on how NASS data is used
at youtube.com/watch?v=m-4zjnh26io&feature=youtu.be.

Vermont Farm Service Agency

356 Mountain View Drive, Suite 104
Colchester, VT 05446

John Roberts, State Executive Director

john.roberts2@usda.gov

Phone: 802-658-2803
Fax: 855-794-3676

Addison County Office Franklin/Grand Isle County Office

Avery Williams, County Executive Director Luc Dupuis, Acting County Executive Dir
802-771-3027 802-528-4161

avery.williams@usda.gov luc.dupuis@usda.gov

Mari Quesnel, Farm Loan Manager Ryan Howrigan, District Director
802-771-3039 802-528-4160

mari.quesnel@usda.gov ryan.howrigan@usda.gov
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Caledonia/Essex County Office Rutland/Bennington County Office

Patricia Matte, County Executive Director  Avery Williams, Acting County Executive Dir
802-424-3146 802-775-8034

patricia.matte @usda.gov avery.williams@usda.gov

Chittenden/Washington County Office W EHOIETEE SRR liliozs

Courtney LeCuyer, County Executive
Director

802-369-3170
courtney.lecuyer@usda.gov

Lawrence Parker, County Executive Director
802-497-5511
lawrence.parker@usda.gov

Lamoille/Orleans County Offices Windham County Office

Heather Thomas, Executive Director
Orleans: 802-624-7016 3
Lamoille: 802-521-3002 (Tues.) s 200 3170

heather.thomas2@usda.gov L,

Angela Goodridge, Farm Loan Manager
802-624-7003

angela.goodridge@usda.gov

Courtney LeCuyer, County Executive

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of
discrimination, write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of
Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-
9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642
(Relay voice users).

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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