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USDA Provides One-Time Extension of
Deadline to Update Base Acres or Yield
History for ARC/PLC Programs

Farmers Now Have Until March 31 to Update Yields and
Reallocate Base Acres; Deadline for Choosing Between ARC
and PLC also Remains March 31

Agriculture Secretary Tom Vilsack announced today that a one-time
extension will be provided to producers for the new safety-net
programs established by the 2014 Farm Bill, known as Agriculture
Risk Coverage (ARC) and Price Loss Coverage (PLC). The final
day to update yield history or reallocate base acres has been
extended one additional month, from Feb. 27, 2015 until March 31,
2015. The final day for farm owners and producers to choose ARC
or PLC coverage also remains March 31, 2015.

If no changes are made to yield history or base acres by March 31,
2015, the farm's current yield and base will be used. A program
choice of ARC or PLC coverage also must be made by March 31,
2015, or there will be no 2014 payments for the farm and the farm
will default to PLC coverage through the 2018 crop year.

Nationwide, more than 2.9 million educational postcards, in English
and Spanish, have been sent to producers, and over 4,100 training
sessions have been conducted on the new safety-net programs.
The online tools, available at www.fsa.usda.gov/arc-plc, allow
producers to explore projections on how ARC or PLC coverage will
affect their operation under possible future scenarios.

Covered commodities include barley, canola, large and small
chickpeas, corn, crambe, flaxseed, grain sorghum, lentils, mustard
seed, oats, peanuts, dry peas, rapeseed, long grain rice, medium
grain rice (which includes short grain rice), safflower seed, sesame,
soybeans, sunflower seed and wheat. Upland cotton is no longer a
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covered commodity.

To learn more, farmers can contact their local Farm Service Agency
county office. To find your local office visit http://offices.usda.gov.

Emergency Assistance for Livestock,
Honeybee, and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP)

The Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees and Farm-
Raised Fish Program (ELAP) provides emergency assistance to

eligible livestock, honeybee, and farm-raised fish producers who

have losses due to disease, adverse weather or other conditions,
such as blizzards and wildfires, not covered by other agricultural

disaster assistance programs.

Eligible livestock losses include grazing losses not covered under
the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP), loss of purchased
feed and/or mechanically harvested feed due to an eligible adverse
weather event, additional cost of transporting water because of an
eligible drought and additional cost associated with gathering
livestock to treat for cattle tick fever.

Eligible honeybee losses include loss of purchased feed due to an
eligible adverse weather event, cost of additional feed purchased
above normal quantities due to an eligible adverse weather
condition, colony losses in excess of normal mortality due to an
eligible weather event or loss condition, including CCD, and hive
losses due to eligible adverse weather.

Eligible farm-raised fish losses include death losses in excess of
normal mortality and/or loss of purchased feed due to an eligible
adverse weather event.

Producers who suffer eligible livestock, honeybee, or farm-raised
fish losses from October 1, 2014 to September 30, 2015 must file:

e Anotice of loss the earlier of 30 calendar days of when the
loss is apparent or by November 1, 2015
e An application for payment by November 1, 2015

The Farm Bill caps ELAP disaster funding at $20 million per federal
fiscal year.

The following ELAP Fact Sheets (by topic) are available online:

e ELAP for Farm-Raised Fish Fact Sheet

e ELAP for Livestock Fact Sheet

e ELAP for Honeybees Fact SheetTo view these and other
FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA fact sheet web
page at www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets .
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To view these and other FSA program fact sheets, visit the FSA
fact sheet web page at www.fsa.usda.gov/factsheets .

Filing for NAP Losses

The CCC-576, Notice of Loss, is used to report failed acreage and prevented planting and may be
completed by any producer with an interest in the crop. Timely filing a Notice of Loss is required for
all crops including grasses. For losses on crops covered by the Non-Insured Crop Disaster
Assistance Program (NAP) and crop insurance, you must file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, in the
FSA County Office within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when losses become
apparent.

If filing for prevented planting, an acreage report and CCC-576 must be filed within 15 calendar
days of the final planting date for the crop.

Final Availability Dates for Marketing Assistance Loans &
Loan Deficiency Payments

March 31, 2015 - Barley, Canola, Crambe, Flaxseed, Honey, Oats, Rapeseed, Wheat,
Sesame Seed

May 31, 2015 - Corn, Dry Peas, Grain Sorghum, Lentils, Mustard Seed, Rice, Safflower
Seed, Chickpeas, Soybeans, Sunflower Seed

Loans for Targeted Underserved Producers

FSA has a number of loan programs available to assist applicants to begin or continue in agriculture
production. Loans are available for operating type loans and/or purchase or improve farms or
ranches.

While all qualified producers are eligible to apply for these loan programs, the FSA has provided
priority funding for members of targeted underserved groups.

A targeted underserved applicant is one of a group whose members have been subjected to racial,
ethnic or gender prejudice because of his or her identity as members of the group without regard to
his or her individual qualities.

For purposes of this program, targeted underserved groups are women, African Americans,
American Indians, Alaskan Natives, Hispanics, Asian Americans and Pacific Islanders.

FSA loans are only available to applicants who meet all the eligibility requirements and are unable
to obtain the needed credit elsewhere.

New Farm Bill Offers Increased Opportunities for Producers

The 2014 Farm Bill offers increased opportunities for producers including farm loan program
modifications that create flexibility for new and existing farmers. A fact sheet outlining modifications
to the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan Programs
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is available here.

The Farm Bill expands lending opportunities for thousands of farmers and ranchers to begin and
continue operations, including greater flexibility in determining eligibility, raising loan limits, and
emphasizing beginning and underserved producers.

Changes that will take effect immediately include:

Elimination of the 15 year term limit for guaranteed operating loans.

Modification of the definition of beginning farmer, using the average farm size for the county
as a qualifier instead of the median farm size.

Modification of the Joint Financing Direct Farm Ownership Interest Rate to 2 percent less
than regular Direct Farm Ownership rate, with a floor of 2.5 percent. Previously, the rate was
established at 5 percent.

Increase of the maximum loan amount for Direct Farm Ownership Down Payment Loan
Program from $225,000 to $300,000.

Elimination of rural residency requirement for Youth Loans, allowing urban youth to benefit.

Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional
loans from the federal government.

Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90
percent for underserved borrowers and beginning farmers.

Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term limits for veterans and beginning
farmers.

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA
Farm Bill website for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs.
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Debt forgiveness on Youth Loans, which will not prevent borrowers from obtaining additional
loans from the federal government.

Increase of the guaranteed percentage on Conservation Loans from 75 to 80 percent and 90
percent for underserved borrowers and beginning farmers.

Microloans will not count toward direct operating loan term limits for veterans and beginning
farmers.

Additional modifications must be implemented through the rulemaking processes. Visit the FSA
Farm Bill website for detailed information and updates to farm loan programs.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence
Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800)
877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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