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www.fsa.usda.gov/wv U. S. Secretary of Agriculture Sonny Perdue recently announced

the individuals who will serve on the West Virginia USDA Farm

Acting State Executive Service Agency (FSA) state committee. The state committee is

Director: . .

Michael W. Taylor responsible for the oversight of farm programs and county
committee operations, resolving appeals from the agriculture

State Committee: community, and helping to keep producers informed about FSA

Andrea Lambert, Chair programs.

Lois Alt

Russell Linger Il Each state committee has five members, one chairperson and four

Rocky Peck members. The individuals appointed to serve on this committee

Sarah Wayne include:

Please contact your local FSA Office . .

for questions specific to your e Committee Chair Andrea Lambert — Taylor County

operation or county e Lois Alt — Hardy County

e Russell Linger Il - Randolph County
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e Rocky Peck - Wood County
e Sarah Wayne — Braxton County

The Farm Service Agency serves farmers, ranchers and
agricultural partners through the delivery of effective, efficient
agricultural programs. The agency offers farmers a strong safety
net through the administration of farm commodity and disaster
programs. FSA continues to conserve natural resources and also
provides credit to agricultural producers who are unable to receive
private, commercial credit, including special emphasis on
beginning, underserved and women farmers and ranchers.

Under the direction of Secretary Sonny Perdue, the USDA wiill
always be facts-based and data-driven, with a decision-making
mindset that is customer-focused. Secretary Perdue leads the
USDA with four guiding principles: to maximize the ability of
American agriculture to create jobs, sell food and fiber, and feed
and clothe the world; to prioritize customer service for the
taxpayers; to ensure that our food supply is safe and secure; and to
maintain good stewardship of the natural resources that provide us
with our miraculous bounty. Understanding that we live in a global
economy where trade is of top importance, Secretary Perdue has
pledged to be an unapologetic advocate for American agriculture.

Farm Loan Graduation Reminder

FSA Direct Loans are considered a temporary source of credit that
is available to producers who do not meet normal underwriting
criteria for commercial banks.

FSA periodically conducts Direct Loan graduation reviews to
determine a borrower’s ability to graduate to commercial credit. If
the borrower’s financial condition has improved to a point where
they can refinance their debt with commercial credit, they will be
asked to obtain other financing and partially or fully pay off their
FSA debt.

By the end of a producer’s operating cycle, the Agency will send a
letter requesting a current balance sheet, actual financial
performance and a projected farm budget. The borrower has 30
days to return the required financial documents. This information
will be used to evaluate the borrower’s potential for refinancing to
commercial credit.

If a borrower meets local underwriting criteria, FSA will send the
borrower’'s name, loan type, balance sheet and projected cash flow
to commercial lenders. The borrower will be notified when loan
information is sent to local lenders.

If any lenders are interested in refinancing the borrower’s loan, FSA
will send the borrower a letter with a list of lenders that are
interested in refinancing the loan. The borrower must contact the



lenders and complete an application for commercial credit within 30
calendar days.

If a commercial lender rejects the borrower, the borrower must
obtain written evidence that specifies the reasons for rejection and
submit to their local FSA farm loan office.

If a borrower fails to provide the requested financial information or
to graduate, FSA will notify the borrower of noncompliance, FSA’s
intent to accelerate the loan, and appeal rights.

Deadlines Approaching for FSA Livestock Disaster
Assistance Programs

Livestock producers are reminded that deadlines for the Livestock Forage Disaster Program (LFP)
and the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) are quickly approaching.

The deadline to apply for LFP benefits for 2017 grazing losses is Jan. 30, 2018. Eligible livestock
producers must complete a CCC-853 and submit the required supporting documentation by the
deadline. LFP provides compensation to eligible livestock producers who suffer grazing losses for
covered livestock due to drought on privately owned or cash leased land or fire on federally
managed land.

Producers with eligible livestock losses must submit a LIP application for payment by March 31,
2018. LIP provides assistance to eligible producers for livestock death losses in excess of normal
mortality due to adverse weather and attacks by animals reintroduced into the wild by the federal
government or protected by federal law.

For 2017, eligible LIP losses must occur on or after Jan. 1, 2017, and no later than 60 calendar
days from the ending date of the applicable adverse weather event or attack. A notice of loss must
be filed with FSA within 30 days of when the loss of livestock is apparent. Participants must provide
the following supporting documentation to their local FSA office no later than 90 calendar days after
the end of the calendar year in which the eligible loss condition occurred.

e Proof of death documentation
e Copy of growers contracts
e Proof of normal mortality documentation

Please contact to your local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for LFP or LIP benefits.

The Census of Agriculture is a Producer's Voice, Future, and
Opportunity.
In December farmers and ranchers across the nation received the 2017 Census of Agriculture.

Producers can mail in their completed census form, or respond online via the improved web
guestionnaire. The online questionnaire has been revised extensively to make it more convenient



for producers.

Conducted once every five years, the census of agriculture is a complete count of all U.S. farms,
ranches, and those who operate them; it is the only source of uniform, comprehensive, and impartial
agriculture data for every state and county in the nation.

Farmers and ranchers, trade associations, government, extension educators, researchers, and
many others rely on census of agriculture data when making decisions that shape American
agriculture — from creating and funding farm programs to boosting services for communities and the
industry. The census of agriculture is a producer's voice, future, and opportunity.

For more information about the 2017 Census of Agriculture, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov or call
(800) 727-9540.

Supervised Credit

Farm Service Agency (FSA) Farm Loan programs are considered supervised credit. Unlike loans
from a commercial lender, FSA loans are intended to be temporary in nature. Therefore, it is our
goal to help you graduate to commercial credit, and our farm loan staff is available to help
borrowers through training and credit counseling.

The FSA team will help borrowers identify their goals to ensure financial success. Through this
process, FSA staff will advise borrowers in developing strategies and a plan to meet your
operation’s goals and graduate to commercial credit. Ultimately, the borrower is responsible for the
success of the farming operation, but FSA'’s staff will help in an advisory role to provide the tools
necessary to help you achieve your operational goals and manage your finances.

For more information on FSA farm loan programs, visit www.fsa.usda.gov.

Update Your Records

FSA is cleaning up our producer record database. If you have any unreported changes of address,
zip code, phone number, email address or an incorrect name or business name on file they need to
be reported to our office. Changes in your farm operation, like the addition of a farm by lease or
purchase, need to be reported to our office as well. Producers participating in FSA and NRCS
programs are required to timely report changes in their farming operation to the County Committee
in writing and update their CCC-902 Farm Operating Plan.

If you have any updates or corrections, please call your local FSA office to update your records.

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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