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Wisconsin Farm Service Dates to Remember
Agency

July 3, 2020: FSA Offices Closed
8030 Excelsior Dr.

Suitg 100 July 15, 2020: Deadline to complete acreage report for all spring-
Madison, WI 53717 seeded crops; including dry edible beans, dark and light red kidney

beans, perennial forage, pasture, rangeland, forage seeding, and
Phone: 608-662-4422 all CRP acreage

Fax: 855-758-0755
August 1, 2020: Final date for County Offices to receive FSA-

State Executive Director: 669A's County Committee Election Nomination forms for the 2020
Sandy Chalmers County Committee Election.

Farm Loan Chief: August 15, 2020: Deadline to complete acreage report for all
Tom Brandt processing snap beans and cabbage

Farm Program Chiefs:
Greg Biba
John Palmer
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August 28, 2020: Deadline to submit application for Coronavirus

State Commiittee: Food Assistance Program (CFAP)
Lisa Condon, Chair
Thomas Gillis BACK TO TOP

David Heideman
Tom McClellan

www.fsa.usda.gov/wi

USDA Adds Digital Options for Farmers and Ranchers to
Apply for Coronavirus Food Assistance Program

USDA's Farm Service Agency will now accept applications for the Coronavirus Food Assistance
Program (CFAP) through an online portal, expanding the options available to producers to apply for
this program, which helps offset price declines and additional marketing costs because of the
coronavirus pandemic. FSA is also leveraging commercial document storage and e-signature
solutions to enable producers to work with local service center staff to complete their applications
from home.

Through the portal, producers with secure USDA login credentials—known as eAuthentication—can
certify eligible commaodities online, digitally sign applications and submit directly to the local USDA
Service Center. Producers who do not have an eAuthentication account can learn more and begin
the enrollment process at farmers.gov/sign-in. Currently, the digital application is only available to
sole proprietors or single-member business entities.

USDA Service Centers can also work with producers to complete and securely transmit digitally
signed applications through two commercially available tools: Box and OneSpan. Producers who
are interested in digitally signing their applications should notify their local service centers when
calling to discuss the CFAP application process. You can leam more about these solutions

at farmers.gov/mydocs.

USDA has several other options for producers to complete and submit their CFAP applications.
These include:

¢ Downloading the AD-3114 application form from farmers.gov/cfap and manually completing
the form to submit to the local USDA Service Center by mail, electronically or by hand
delivery to an office drop box. In some limited cases, the office may be open for in-person
business by appointment. Visit farmers.gov/coronavirus/service-center-status to check the
status of your local office.

e Completing the application form using our CFAP Application Generator and Payment
Calculator found at farmers.gov/cfap. This Excel workbook allows customers to input
information specific to their operation to determine estimated payments and populate the
application form, which can be printed, and then signed and submitted to their local USDA
Service Center.

Getting Help from FSA

New customers seeking one-on-one support with the CFAP application process can call 877-508-
8364 to speak directly with a USDA employee ready to offer general assistance. This is a
recommended first step before a producer engages the team at the FSA county office at their local
USDA Service Center.
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All other eligibility forms, such as those related to adjusted gross income and payment information,
can be downloaded from farmers.gov/cfap. For existing FSA customers, these documents are likely
already on file.

Producers self-certify their records when applying for CFAP, and that documentation is not
submitted with the application. However, producers may be asked for their documentation to
support the certification of eligible commodities, so they should retain the information used to
complete their application.

More Information

To find the latest information on CFAP, visit farmers.gov/cfap or call 877-508-8364.
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USDA Dairy Safety-Net Program Signup to Begin October 12
for the 2021 Coverage Period

The U.S. Department of Agriculture's Farm Service Agency (FSA) announces that Dairy Margin
Coverage (DMC) safety-net signup for 2021 coverage will begin October 12 and will run through
December 11, 2020. DMC has already triggered payments for two months for producers who signed
up for 2020 coverage.

The April 2020 income over feed cost margin was $6.03 per hundredweight (cwt.), triggering the
second payment of 2020 for dairy producers who purchased the appropriate level of coverage
under the Dairy Margin Coverage (DMC) program. The April margin reflects a more than a $3 drop
from the March $9.15 cwt. income over feed cost margin.

As of June 15, FSA has issued more than $100 million in much-needed program benefits to dairy
producers who purchased DMC coverage for 2020.

Authorized by the 2018 Farm Bill, DMC is a voluntary risk management program that offers
protection to dairy producers when the difference between the all-milk price and the average feed
price (the margin) falls below a certain dollar amount selected by the producer. Over 13,000
operations enrolled in the program for the 2020 calendar year.

All USDA Service Centers are open for business, including some that are open to visitors to conduct
business in person by appointment only. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business
with the Farm Service Agency, Natural Resources Conservation Service, or any other Service
Center agency should call ahead and schedule an appointment. Service Centers that are open for
appointments will pre-screen visitors based on health concerns or recent travel and visitors must
adhere to social distancing guidelines. Visitors may also be required to wear a face covering during
their appointment. Field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. Our program delivery
staff will be in the office, and they will be working with our producers in office, by phone, and using
online tools. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.

For more information, visit farmers.gov DMC webpage or contact your local USDA service center.
To locate your local FSA office, visit farmers.gov/service-center-locator.
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Eligibility for Nominations for the 2020 County Committee
Elections

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees are a
critical component of the day-to-day operations of FSA and allow grassroots input and local
administration of federal farm programs.

Committees are comprised of locally elected agricultural producers responsible for the fair and
equitable administration of FSA farm programs in their counties. Committee members are
accountable to the Secretary of Agriculture. If elected, members become part of a local decision
making and farm program delivery process.

A county committee is composed of three to 11 elected members from local administrative areas
(LAA). Each member serves a three-year term. To be eligible for nomination and hold office as a
committee member or altemate, a person must fulfill each of the following requirements: (1) be a
producer with an interest in farming or ranching operations, (2) participate or cooperate in any FSA
program provided for by law, (3) be a U.S. citizen, (4) be of legal voting age, (5) meet the basic
eligibility requirements, and (6) reside in the county or multi-county jurisdiction in which they will be
serving.

All nomination forms for the 2020 election must be postmarked or received in the local USDA
Service Center by Aug. 1, 2020 (or next business day). For more information on FSA county
committee elections and appointments, refer to the FSA fact sheet: Eligibility to Vote and Hold
Office as a COC Member available online at: fsa.usda.gov/elections.
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FSA Implements Set-Aside Loan Provision for Customers

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) will broaden the use of the Disaster Set-Aside (DSA) loan
provision, normally used in the wake of natural disasters, to allow farmers with USDA farm loans
who are affected by COVID-19, and are determined eligible, to have their next payment set aside. In
some cases, FSA may also set aside a second payment for farmers who have already had one
payment set aside because of a prior designated disaster.

FSA direct loan borrowers will receive a letter with the details of the expanded Disaster Set-Aside
authorities, which includes the possible set-aside of annual operating loans, as well as explanations
of the additional loan servicing options that are available. To discuss or request a loan payment Set-
Aside, borrowers should call or email the farm loan staff at their local FSA county office.

The set-aside payment’s due date is moved to the final maturity date of the loan or extended up to
twelve months in the case of an annual operating loan. Any principal set-aside will continue to
accrue interest until it is repaid. This aims to improve the borrower’s cashflow in the current
production cycle.

FSA previously announced it was relaxing the loan-making process and adding flexibilities for
servicing direct and guaranteed loans to provide credit to producers in need. Direct loan applicants
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and borrowers are encouraged to contact their local FSA county office to discuss loan making and
servicing flexibilities and other needs or concems. Customers participating in FSA’s guaranteed
loan programs are encouraged to contact their lender. Information on these flexibilities, and office
contact information, can be found on farmers.gov/coronavirus.

FSA will be accepting most forms and applications by facsimile or electronic signature. Some
services are also available online to customers with an eAuth account, which provides access to the
farmers.gov portal where producers can view USDA farm loan information and certain program
applications and payments. Customers can track payments, report completed practices, request
conservation assistance and electronically sign documents. Customers who do not already have an
eAuth account can enroll at farmers.gov/sign-in.

USDA Service Centers are open for business by phone appointment only, and field work will
continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue to come into
the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools whenever possible.
All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural Resources
Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their Service Center
to schedule a phone appointment. More information can be found at farmers.gov/coronavirus.
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Wisconsin Producers Reminded to Complete Crop Acreage
Reports

USDA'’s Farm Service Agency (FSA) offices in Wisconsin are currently open to phone and virtual
appointments only but can still work with producers on timely filing crop acreage reports. FSA staff
can provide assistance over the phone, by email and through virtual meetings via Microsoft Teams.

The following acreage reporting dates are applicable in State:

July 15, 2020: All spring-seeded crops; including dry edible beans, dark and light red kidney
beans, perennial forage, pasture, rangeland, forage seeding, and all CRP acreage

August 17, 2020: Processing snap beans, cabbage, and industrial hemp

2020 Acreage Reporting Only: All late-filing procedures for the 2020 crop year for all remaining
Acreage Reporting Dates are waived until 30 days after the Acreage Reporting Date for the crop.
This means that the Acreage Reporting Date stays the same; however, an acreage report meeting
all the requirements can be filed and considered the timely filed with FSA. For example, a Producer
grows corn and soybeans. The Acreage Reporting Date is July 15, 2020 for corn and soybeans.
The producer can report these com and soybean acres through August 14, 2020 and the late-file
procedures, including late file fees, will be waived.

In order to comply with FSA program eligibility requirements, all producers must file an accurate
crop acreage report by the applicable deadline. FSA staff is still able to assist producers in
completing acreage reports, including providing maps.

FSA county offices in Wisconsin will provide maps to producers through mail or email with
instructions for completing the maps. After planting is complete, producers should retum completed
maps and the acreage reporting sheet to their local office.
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FSA offices are using Microsoft Teams software to virtually meet with producers to review maps and
documents for certification. Producers who want to schedule a virtual appointment can download
the Microsoft Teams app on their smart phones and call the FSA office for an appointment. You can
also use Microsoft Teams from your personal computer without downloading software.

After completed maps and all acreage reporting information is received, FSA will make software
updates and mail or email producers the completed Report of Acreage form (FSA-578) to sign.
Producers must return the signed form certifying their acreage report to the FSA office through mail
or email by July 15, 2020.

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

« If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must be
reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

« If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the acreage
must be reported no later than 30 calendars days after purchase or acquiring the lease.
Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office. Producers should also
report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were unable to plant.
Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than
15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA’s Risk
Management Agency.

Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP) policy holders should note that the acreage
reporting date for NAP-covered crops is the earlier of the dates listed above or 15 calendar days
before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

If you have applied for organic certification and do not receive it before the acreage reporting
deadline, you may provide the necessary documentation to FSA immediately upon receipt from the
certifying agent.

For questions, please contact your local FSA office. To locate your local FSA office visit
farmers.gov/service-center-locator.
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Wisconsin Producers Reminded of Ongoing Disaster
Assistance Program Signup

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has started accepting applications and making
payments through the Wildfire and Hurricane Indemnity Program — Plus (WHIP+) to agricultural
producers who suffered eligible losses because of excess moisture or drought in 2018 and 2019.
Signup for these causes of loss opened March 23, and producers who suffered losses in Wisconsin
from excess moisture, floods, tornadoes, snowstorms, wildfires and drought (in counties designated
D3 or above) can still apply for assistance through WHIP+.

To be eligible for WHIP+, producers must have suffered certain crop production losses or losses to
trees, bushes or vines in counties with a Presidential Emergency Disaster Declaration or a
Secretarial Disaster Designation (primary counties only) for qualifying natural disaster events that
occurred in calendar years 2018 or 2019. Also, losses located in a county not designated by the
Secretary as a primary county may be eligible if a producer provides documentation showing that
the loss was due to a qualifying natural disaster event (producers receiving WHIP+ payments for
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2018 and/or 2019 will be required to obtain crop insurance or NAP in 2022 and 2023 at the 60/100
level or higher).

For losses due to drought, a producer is eligible if any area of the county in which the loss occurred
was rated D3, or extreme drought, or higher on the U.S. Drought Monitor during calendar years
2018 or 2019. According to the U.S. Drought Monitor, no counties in Wisconsin met this
requirement in 2018 or 2019.

In addition to the recently added eligible losses of drought and excess moisture, FSA will implement
a WHIP+ provision for crop quality loss that resulted in price deductions or penalties when
marketing crops damaged by eligible disaster events. To ensure an effective program for all
impacted farmers, the Agency is currently gathering information on the extent of quality loss from
producers and stakeholder organizations.

USDA Service Centers, including FSA county offices, are open for business by phone only, and
field work will continue with appropriate social distancing. While program delivery staff will continue
to come into the office, they will be working with producers by phone and using online tools
whenever possible. All Service Center visitors wishing to conduct business with the FSA, Natural
Resources Conservation Service or any other Service Center agency are required to call their
Service Center to schedule a phone appointment. More information on Service Centers can be
found at farmers.gov/coronavirus, and more information on WHIP+ can be found at
farmers.gov/whip-plus.
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June Interest Rates

*Interest rates are announced at the beginning of each month.

Click here to find notification of current FSFL and commodity loan interest rates

Click here to view current Farm Loan interest rates

Farm Loan Interest Rates June 2020
Farm Operating- Direct 1.375%
Farm Operating- Microloan 1.375%
Farm Ownership- Direct 2.250%
Farm Ownership- Microloan 2.250%
Farm Ownership- Direct, Joint 2.500%
Financing

Farm Ownership- Down Payment 1.500%
Emergency Loan- Amount of 2.375%
Actual Loss

Farm Storage Facility Loans June 2020
(FSFL)

3-year FSFL 0.250%

5-year FSFL 0.375%
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7-year FSFL 0.500%
10-year FSFL 0.625%
12-year FSFL 0.750%

9-Month Commodity Loans June 2020
Marketing Assistance Loan 1.125%

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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