View as a webpage / Share

USDA Farm Service Agency

S S DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE

Wisconsin Farm Service Agency - July 2023

o« Dates to Remember

e USDA Reminds State Producers to File Crop Acreage Reports

e Current FSA Loan Interest Rates

e USDA Invests Approximately $300 Million in 50 Projects Increasing Land,
Capital, and Market Access for Underserved Producers

e Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations for Farmers and
Ranchers to Serve on Local County Committees

e USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase Farmland and Improve Property

o USDA Expands Wildlife Conservation with New Investments in Working
Lands for Wildlife

¢ USDA Reminds Agricultural Producers of July 14 Deadline to Apply for
Pandemic and Natural Disaster Revenue Loss Programs

Dates to Remember

July 14, 2023: Deadline to sign up for Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP)

July 14, 2023: Deadline to sign up for Emergency Relief Program Phase Two (ERP 2)

July 17, 2023: Acreage Reporting deadline for Spring seeded crops.

July 26, 2023: Deadline to sign up for Organic Dairy Marketing Assistance Program
(ODMAP)

August 1, 2023: County Committee Nomination Period. All nomination forms for the 2023
election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2023.

August 9-10, 2023: 2023 Wisconsin & Minnesota Cooperative Soil Survey Workshop in River
Falls, Wisconsin.
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USDA Reminds State Producers to File Crop
Acreage Reports

Agricultural producers in Wisconson who have not yet completed their crop acreage
reports after planting should make an appointment with their U.S. Department of Agriculture
(USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) service center before the applicable deadline.

An acreage report documents a crop grown on a farm or ranch and its intended uses. Filing
an accurate and timely acreage report for all crops and land uses, including failed acreage
and prevented planted acreage, can prevent the loss of benefits.

How to File a Report

Acreage reporting dates vary by crop and by county. Contact your local FSA office for a list of
acreage reporting deadlines by crop.

To file a crop acreage report, producers need to provide:

e Crop and crop type or variety.

e Intended use of the crop.

e Number of acres of the crop.

e Map with approximate boundaries for the crop.

e Planting date(s).

e Planting pattern, when applicable.

e Producer shares.

e Irrigation practice(s).

e Acreage prevented from planting, when applicable.
e Other information as required.

Acreage Reporting Details

The following exceptions apply to acreage reporting dates:

e If the crop has not been planted by the acreage reporting date, then the acreage must
be reported no later than 15 calendar days after planting is completed.

e If a producer acquires additional acreage after the acreage reporting date, then the
acreage must be reported no later than 30 calendar days after purchase or acquiring
the lease. Appropriate documentation must be provided to the county office.
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e If crops are covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program, acreage
reports should be submitted by the applicable state, county, or crop-specific reporting
deadline or 15 calendar days before grazing or harvesting of the crop begins.

Producers should also report crop acreage they intended to plant, but due to natural disaster,
were unable to because of a natural disaster.

Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, no later than
15 calendar days after the final planting date as established by FSA and USDA'’s Risk
Management Agency.

FSA offers continuous certification for perennial forage. This means after perennial forage is
reported once and the producer elects continuous certification, the certification remains in
effect until a change is made. Check with FSA at the local USDA Service Center for more
information on continuous certification.

New Option to View, Print and Label Maps on Farmers.gov

Producers with an eAuth account linked to their USDA customer record can now access their
FSA farm records, maps and common land units by logging into farmers.gov. A new feature
will allow producers to export field boundaries as shapefiles and import and view other
shapefiles, such as precision agriculture boundaries. This will allow producers to view, print
and label their own maps for acreage reporting purposes.

Producers who have authority to act on behalf of another customer as a grantee via form
FSA-211 Power of Attorney, Business Partner Signature Authority, along with other signature
types, or as a member of a business can now access information in the farmers.gov portal.

Producers can learn how to use the farmers.gov Farm Records Mapping functionality with
this fact sheet and these video tutorials.

More Information

Producers can make an appointment to report acres by contacting their local USDA Service
Center.

Current FSA Loan Interest Rates

Current loan rates as of June 1, 2023.
Farm Loan Interest Rates:
Farm Operating - Direct 4.500%

Farm Operating - Microloan 4.500%
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Farm Ownership - Direct 4.875%

Farm Ownership - Microloan 4.875%
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint Financing 2.875%
Farm Ownership - Down Payment 1.500%
Emergency - Amount of Actual Loss 3.750%

Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL):

3-year FSFL 4.125%
5-year FSFL 3.875%
7-year FSFL 3.750%
10-year FSFL 3.750%
12-year FSFL 3.750%

Please visit the Farm Loan Program webpage for more information.

USDA Invests Approximately $300 Million in 50
Projects Increasing Land, Capital, and Market
Access for Underserved Producers

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has announced its selection of 50 projects for
potential award, totaling approximately $300 million. These innovative projects will help
improve access to land, capital, and markets for underserved farmers, ranchers, and forest
landowners. The Increasing Land, Capital, and Market Access (Increasing Land Access)
Program, which is funded by President Biden's Inflation Reduction Act, works to increase
access to farm ownership opportunities, improve results for those with heirs' property or
fractionated land, increase access to markets and capital that affect the ability to access land,
and improve land ownership, land succession and agricultural business planning.

Examples of selectees for potential award include:

¢ Community Development Corporation of Oregon will work to provide long term and
sustainable land access to disadvantaged refugee and immigrant beginning farmers in
Oregon's east Multnomah and Clackamas counties. A few of the goals of the project
are to purchase the currently rented farm, reduce the net cost of the land through a
conservation or working lands easement, and provide an equitable and engaging
process of education and training about cooperative land ownership, finance
concepts, and related USDA programs.

e The Menominee Indian Tribe of Wisconsin will work to establish an equity capital
fund to provide support for Tribal producers' land, equipment, and operational needs.
Additionally, this project will work to provide targeted technical assistance to Tribal
producers in developing comprehensive farm and food business plans, including
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conservation plans to support expanded production and access to the full suite of
USDA and other support resources.

e Workin' Rootz will work to increase access to land and capacity-building at five urban
farms/community market gardens in Detroit which include Workin' Roots Farm, Love n'
Labor, Foster Patch Community Garden, Love Earth Herbal, and Urban Bush Sistahs.
These farms will serve as resource hubs by sharing infrastructure (tiller, lawn tractor,
wash and pack, cooler storage, etc.) with other urban farmers and gardeners in their
prospective neighborhoods.

e Maine Farmland Trust will work with low-income farmers on access to low-interest
capital for land purchase or business operations, farm upgrades and infrastructure
investments that promote viability, technical assistance in the areas of real estate and
business planning, and more.

e Alabama A&M University, in collaboration with four other 1890 land grant
universities (Southern University, Alcorn State University, Fort Valley State
University, and Tennessee State University) and many other local organizations,
will provide delivery of technical assistance to underserved farm populations in
chronically and economically depressed communities of Alabama, Tennessee, and
Mississippi to ensure the success of existing farmers and ranchers and to rapidly
increase the numbers of small farm operators in the targeted communities.

The tentative selectees include national, regional, and local projects that cover 40 states and
territories including Washington D.C., Puerto Rico, and the U.S. Virgin Islands. USDA will
work with the selected applicants to finalize the scope and funding levels in the coming
months. See the full list of Increasing Land Access Program selected projects.

Environmental Assessment - These projects will likely result in the purchase of land,
construction of farm infrastructure and other activities that could have potential impacts on
environmental resources. USDA has developed a Programmatic Environmental Assessment
for the Increasing Land Access Program to evaluate the program's overarching environmental
impacts as they relate to the National Environmental Policy Act. The environmental
assessment is available online for public review. USDA is requesting comments on the
program's potential impact on the environment. The feedback will be incorporated into the
final assessment, as appropriate, prior to a decision. USDA will consider comments received
by Friday, July 14, 2023, at 5 p.m. EDT. Comments received after that date will be considered
to the extent possible.

Comments may be submitted:

e Electronically at: Land.Access@usda.gov

e By mail at: Attn: Michael Mannigan, Grants Management Specialist, U.S. Department
of Agriculture, Farm Service Agency, Outreach Office, 1400 Independence Ave., S.W.,
Washington, DC, 20250-0506
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For more information, contact Michael Mannigan at Land.Access@usda.gov. Persons with
disabilities who require alternative means for communication should contact the USDA Target
Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice).

Farm Service Agency Now Accepting Nominations
for Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local
County Committees

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is now accepting nominations for county
committee members for elections that will occur later this year. Additionally, USDA's Farm
Service Agency (FSA) is unveiling a new GIS tool to make it easier for producers to participate
in the nomination and election processes for county committee members, who make important
decisions on how federal farm programs are administered locally.

All nomination forms for the 2023 election must be postmarked or received in the local FSA
office by Aug. 1, 2023.

Elections will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA) for members. LAAs are
elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county jurisdiction and they may
include LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban area.

Customers can locate their LAA through a new GIS locator tool available
at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they:

e Participate or cooperate in a USDA program; and
e Reside in the LAA that is up for election this year.

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or
ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits.
Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also
nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority producers, women and beginning farmers
or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on FSA
county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve three-
year terms. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster programs, as well
as conservation, commodity and price support programs, county office employment and other
agricultural issues.

More Information
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Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get
involved in their county's election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be
considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form.
Nomination forms and other information about FSA county committee elections are available
atfsa.usda.gov/elections.

Election ballots will be mailed to eligible voters beginning Nov. 6, 2023.

USDA Microloans Help Farmers Purchase
Farmland and Improve Property

Farmers can use USDA farm ownership microloans to buy and improve property. These
microloans are especially helpful to beginning or underserved farmers, U.S. veterans looking
for a career in farming, and those who have small and mid-sized farming operations.

Microloans have helped farmers and ranchers with operating costs, such as feed, fertilizer,
tools, fencing, equipment, and living expenses since 2013.

Microloans can also help with farmland and building purchases and soil and water
conservation improvements. FSA designed the expanded program to simplify the application
process, expand eligibility requirements and expedite smaller real estate loans to help farmers
strengthen their operations. Microloans provide up to $50,000 to qualified producers and can
be issued to the applicant directly from the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA).

To learn more about the FSA microloan program, contact your County USDA Service Center
or visit fsa.usda.gov/microloans.

USDA Expands Wildlife Conservation with New
Investments in Working Lands for Wildlife

USDA announces a five-year commitment to focus its delivery of working-lands conservation
in key geographies across the country

The U.S. Department of Agriculture is expanding its work on wildlife conservation, leveraging
a suite of voluntary, incentive-based tools. Leveraging resources of the Conservation Reserve
Program and the Inflation Reduction Act, the five-year commitment includes significant
funding and staff resources, focusing their delivery to working lands in key geographies across
the country through a series of new Frameworks for Conservation Action.

Read More
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USDA Reminds Agricultural Producers of July 14
Deadline to Apply for Pandemic and Natural
Disaster Revenue Loss Programs

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds producers
of the July 14 deadline to apply for both the Emergency Relief Program (ERP) Phase Two and
the_Pandemic Assistance Revenue Program (PARP). These revenue-based programs help
offset revenue losses from 2020 and 2021 natural disasters or the COVID-19 pandemic.

ERP and PARP offer a holistic approach to disaster assistance and provide economic support
for producers who bear the financial brunt of circumstances beyond their control.

Eligibility

To be eligible for ERP Phase Two, producers must have suffered a decrease in allowable
gross revenue in 2020 or 2021 due to necessary expenses related to losses of eligible crops
from a qualifying natural disaster event. Assistance will be primarily to producers of crops that
were not covered by Federal Crop Insurance or NAP, since crops covered by Federal Crop
Insurance and NAP were included in the assistance under ERP Phase One.

To be eligible for PARP, an agricultural producer must have been in the business of farming
during at least part of the 2020 calendar year and had a 15% or greater decrease in allowable
gross revenue for the 2020 calendar year, as compared to a baseline year.

FSA offers an online ERP _tool and PARP tool that can help producers determine what is
considered allowable gross revenue for each respective program. Through cooperative
agreements with FSA, nine organizations are also providing free ERP Phase Two application
assistance to producers across the United States and territories.

ERP Phase Two Policy Updates

USDA recently updated ERP Phase Two to provide a method for valuing losses and
accessing program benefits to eligible producers of certain crops, including grapes grown and
used by the same producer for wine production or forage that is grown, stored and fed to
livestock, that do not generate revenue directly from the sale of the crop.

The value of the eligible crop intended for on-farm use will be based on the producer's actual
production of the crop and a price for the crop as determined by FSA's Deputy Administrator
for Farm Programs based on the best available data for each crop such as published crop
price data or the average price obtained by other producers in the area. Acceptable, published
sources including but are not limited to Federal Crop Insurance Corporation established
prices, FSA established National Crop Table prices and National Agricultural Statistic Service
prices.


https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/emergency-relief/index
https://www.farmers.gov/coronavirus/pandemic-assistance/parp
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/emergency-relief-program/docs/erp_tool_version_4.xlsm&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/farmers/docs/pandemic_rev_program_tool_version_1_2_final.xlsm&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/programs-and-services/cooperative-agreements/index
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/news-room/news-releases/2023/usda-announces-corrections-to-emergency-relief-program-policy-to-more-accurately-reflect-2020-and-2021-natural-disaster-impacts-on-crops-intended-for-on-farm-use

Revenue and pricing guidelines for expected revenue for wine grapes and on-farm forage is
available online for producer reference and convenience when applying for ERP Phase Two.

Requirement to Purchase Crop Insurance or NAP Coverage

All producers who receive ERP Phase 2 payments must purchase crop insurance, or NAP
coverage where crop insurance is not available, in the next two available crop years as
determined by the Secretary. Purchased coverage must be at 60/100 level of coverage or
higher for insured crops, or at the catastrophic coverage level or higher for NAP crops.

Crops that are not eligible for crop insurance or NAP are still eligible for ERP Phase Two, but
producers must obtain Whole Farm Revenue Protection or Micro Farm Program policy to
meet linkage requirements.

Maximize FSA Office Visits

Producers should contact their local FSA office to make an appointment to apply for ERP
Phase Two and PARP assistance. Producers should also keep in mind that July 15 is a major
deadline to complete acreage reports for most crops. FSA encourages producers to complete
the ERP Phase Two application, PARP application and acreage reporting during the same
office visit.

More Information

For more information, view the ERP Phase Two Fact Sheet, PARP Fact Sheet, the ERP
Phase Two-PARP Comparison Fact Sheet, ERP Phase Two application video tutorial, PARP
application video tutorial, myth-buster blog or contact your local USDA Service Center.

Wisconsin Farm Service Agency

8030 Excelsior Drive
Suite 100
Madison, WI 53717

Phone: 608-662-4422

State Executive Director Farm Loan Chief

Gene Schriefer Tom Brandt
eugene.schriefer@usda.gov tom.brandt@usda.qgov

Farm Program Chief Farm Program Chief

Greg Biba John Palmer
greg.biba@usda.gov john.palmer@usda.gov



https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/emergency-relief-program/pdfs/erp_phase_two_determining_crop_value.pdf
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Policy-and-Procedure/Insurance-Plans/Whole-Farm-Revenue-Protection
https://www.rma.usda.gov/en/Fact-Sheets/National-Fact-Sheets/Micro-Farm-Program
https://www.fsa.usda.gov/Assets/USDA-FSA-Public/usdafiles/emergency-relief-program/pdfs/fsa_erp2_factsheet_23.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/farmersgov-parp-factsheet.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/farmersgov-parp-comparison-factsheet.pdf
https://www.farmers.gov/sites/default/files/documents/farmersgov-parp-comparison-factsheet.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=v3R5llZzKBY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIYJo7nCwWs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AIYJo7nCwWs
https://www.farmers.gov/blog/myth-busting-fsas-new-revenue-based-disaster-and-pandemic-assistance-programs
https://www.farmers.gov/working-with-us/service-center-locator
mailto:tyler.radke@usda.gov
mailto:tom.brandt@usda.gov
mailto:greg.biba@usda.gov
mailto:john.palmer@usda.gov

State Committee:

Josh Tranel
Clara Hedrich
Tina Hinchley

Joe Koch

Heidi Randall

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination, write:
USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400 Independence Ave.,
SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer Service), (800) 877-8339
(Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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