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o« Dates to Remember

¢ USDA Opens Application Period for Composting and Food Waste
Reduction Cooperative Agreements

¢ National Urban Agriculture Conference Aug. 4-6, 2024, in Detroit, Ml

e Current FSA Loan Interest Rates

¢ Farm Service Agency Seeking Nominations for Farmers and Ranchers
to Serve on Local County Committees

o USDA Offers Disaster Assistance to Agricultural Producers in Wisconsin
Impacted by Tornadoes and Flooding

¢ FSA’s Customer Kiosks now available nationwide

e Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities By State

Dates to Remember

July 15, 2024: Acreage Reporting deadline for spring seeded-crops, beans (dark red
kidney, light red kidney), perennial forage, hemp, pasture, rangeland, CRP

July 31, 2024: Continuous Conservation Reserve Program deadline.

August 1, 2024: County Committee Nominations are due.

August 15, 2024: Acreage Reporting deadline for beans (all types other than dark red
kidney and light red kidney), Cabbage, Cucumbers

September 2, 2024: USDA Service Centers closed in observance of Labor Day.

September 30, 2024: Acreage Reporting deadline for value-loss and controlled
environment crops (except nursery).
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USDA Opens Application Period for Composting
and Food Waste Reduction Cooperative
Agreements

USDA is accepting applications for Composting and Food Waste Reduction (CFWR) pilot
projects for fiscal year 2024. The cooperative agreements, using remaining funds from the
American Rescue Plan Act, are jointly administered by USDA’s Office of Urban Agriculture
and Innovative Production and the National Institute of Food and Agriculture (NIFA).
Selected projects will develop and test strategies for planning and implementing municipal
compost plans and food waste reduction plans and are part of USDA’s broader efforts to
support urban agriculture. Click here to view the full press release.

National Urban Agriculture Conference Aug. 4-6,
2024, in Detroit, Ml

Have you heard about the National Urban Agriculture Conference happening Aug. 4-6 in
Detroit, MI? Through the conference, USDA’s Farm Service Agency and lead organizer
NUag Initiative seek to build stronger connections between USDA programs and urban
growers. The conference features bus tours of urban farms in Detroit; information on
USDA resources; listening sessions and presentations; and information on beneficial
tools, training, resources, and efforts to expand local and regional food systems.
Approximately 500 attendees are expected, including USDA employees, urban farmers;
educators and administrators; business and nonprofit leaders; and retail and wholesale
companies.

To learn more and sign up, see the website for conference registration.

Current FSA Loan Interest Rates

Current loan rates as of July 1, 2024.

Farm Loan Interest Rates:

Farm Operating - Direct 5.500%
Farm Operating - Microloan 5.500%
Farm Ownership - Direct 5.750%
Farm Ownership - Microloan 5.750%
Fgrm anershlp - Direct, Joint 3.750%
Financing

Farm Ownership - Down Payment 1.750%

Emergency - Amount of Actual Loss 3.750%
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Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL):

3-year FSFL 4.625%
5-year FSFL 4.375%
7-year FSFL 4.375%
10-year FSFL 4.375%
12-year FSFL 4.375%

Please visit the Farm Loan Program webpage for more information.

Farm Service Agency Seeking Nominations for
Farmers and Ranchers to Serve on Local County
Committees

Nominations are now being accepted for farmers and ranchers to serve on local U.S.
Department of Agriculture (USDA) Farm Service Agency (FSA) county committees. These
committees make important decisions about how federal farm programs are administered
locally. All nomination forms for the 2024 election must be postmarked or received in the
local FSA office by Aug. 1, 2024.

Elections for committee members will occur in certain Local Administrative Areas (LAA).
LAAs are elective areas for FSA committees in a single county or multi-county
jurisdiction and may include LAAs that are focused on an urban or suburban

area.

Customers can locate their LAA through a geographic information system locator
tool available at fsa.usda.gov/elections and determine if their LAA is up for
election by contacting their local FSA office.

Agricultural producers may be nominated for candidacy for the county committee if they:

e Participate or cooperate in a USDA program.
e Resideinthe LAA thatis up for election this year.

A cooperating producer is someone who has provided information about their farming or
ranching operation to FSA, even if they have not applied or received program benefits.

Individuals may nominate themselves or others and qualifying organizations may also
nominate candidates. USDA encourages minority, women, urban and beginning farmers

or ranchers to nominate, vote and hold office.

Nationwide, more than 7,700 dedicated members of the agricultural community serve on
FSA county committees. The committees are made up of three to 11 members who serve
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three-year terms. Committee members are vital to how FSA carries out disaster recovery,
conservation, commodity and price support programs, as well as making decisions
on county office employment and other agricultural issues.

Urban and Suburban County Committees

The 2018 Farm Bill directed USDA to form urban county committees and make other
advancements related to urban agriculture, including the establishment of the Office of

Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production. FSA established county committees
specifically focused on urban agriculture that work to encourage and promote
urban, indoor and other emerging agricultural production practices. Additionally,
the county committees may address food access, community engagement,
support of local activities to promote and encourage community compost and
food waste reduction.

Urban committee members are nominated and elected to serve by local urban producers
in the same jurisdiction. Urban county committee members provide outreach to
ensure urban producers understand USDA programs, serve as the voice of other
urban producers and assist in program implementation that support the needs of
the growing urban community.

The 27 cities with urban county committees are listed at fsa.usda.gov/elections and
farmers.gov/urban. Of these, ten urban county committees will hold an inaugural
election this cycle.

More Information

Producers should contact their local FSA office today to register and find out how to get
involved in their county’s election, including if their LAA is up for election this year. To be
considered, a producer must be registered and sign an FSA-669A nomination form.
This form and other information about FSA county committee elections are
available at fsa.usda.gov/elections.

All nomination forms for the 2024 election must be postmarked or received in the local
USDA Service Center by the Aug.1, 2024, deadline. Election ballots will be mailed to

eligible voters in November 2024.
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USDA Offers Disaster Assistance to Agricultural
Producers in Wisconsin Impacted by Tornadoes and
Flooding

Agricultural operations in Wisconsin have been significantly impacted by recent tornadoes
and flooding. The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) has technical and financial
assistance available to help farmers and livestock producers recover from these adverse
weather events. Impacted producers should contact their local USDA Service Center to
report losses and learn more about program options available to assist in their recovery
from crop, land, infrastructure, and livestock losses and damages.

USDA Disaster Assistance

Producers who experience livestock deaths in excess of normal mortality or sell injured
livestock at a reduced price may be eligible for the Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP). To
participate in LIP, producers will have to provide acceptable documentation of death
losses or evidence of reduced sales resulting from an eligible adverse weather event and
must submit a notice of loss to the USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA). The LIP payment
application and notice of loss deadline is March 3, 2025, for 2024 calendar year losses.
Livestock producers who experience losses related to tornadoes should check with their
local FSA office for LIP eligibility criteria.

Meanwhile, the Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honeybees, and Farm-Raised Fish
Program (ELAP) provides eligible producers with compensation for feed and grazing
losses. For ELAP, producers are required to complete a notice of loss and a payment
application with their local FSA office no later than the annual program application
deadline, Jan. 30, 2025, for 2024 calendar year losses.

Additionally, eligible orchardists and nursery tree growers may be eligible for cost-share
assistance through the Tree Assistance Program (TAP) to replant or rehabilitate eligible
trees, bushes or vines. TAP complements the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance
Program (NAP) or crop insurance coverage, which covers the crop but not the plants or
trees in all cases. For TAP, a program application must be filed within 90 days of the
disaster event or the date when the loss of the trees, bushes or vines is apparent.

“Once you are able to evaluate the impact on your operation, be sure to contact your local
FSA county office to timely report all crop, livestock and farm infrastructure damages and

losses,” said Gene Schriefer, State Executive Director for FSA in Wisconsin. “To expedite
FSA disaster assistance, you will likely need to provide documents, such as farm records,
herd inventory, receipts and pictures of damages or losses.”

FSA also offers a variety of direct and guaranteed farm loans, including operating and
emergency farm loans, to producers unable to secure commercial financing. Producers in
counties with a primary or contiguous disaster designation may be eligible for low

interest emergency loans to help them recover from production and physical losses.
Loans can help producers replace essential property, purchase inputs like livestock,
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equipment, feed and seed, cover family living expenses or refinance farm-related debts
and other needs.

Additionally, FSA offers several loan servicing options available for borrowers who are
unable to make scheduled payments on their farm loan programs debt to the agency
because of reasons beyond their control.

The Farm Storage Facility Loan Program (FSFL) provides low-interest financing so
producers can build, repair, replace or upgrade facilities to store commodities. Loan terms
vary from three to 12 years. Producers who incurred damage to or loss of their equipment
or infrastructure funded by the FSFL program should contact their insurance agent and
their local USDA Service Center. Producers in need of on-farm storage should also
contact USDA.

Risk Management

Producers who have risk protection through Federal Crop Insurance or FSA’s NAP should
report crop damage to their crop insurance agent or FSA office. If they have crop
insurance, producers should provide a notice of loss to their agent within 72 hours of initial
discovery of damage and follow up in writing within 15 days.

For NAP covered crops, a Notice of Loss (CCC-576) must be filed within 15 days of the
loss becoming apparent, except for hand-harvested crops, which should be reported
within 72 hours.

“Crop insurance and other USDA risk management options are offered to help producers
manage risk because we never know what nature has in store for the future,” said Amber
Rhode, Acting Director of USDA’s Risk Management Agency (RMA) Regional Office that
covers Wisconsin. “The Approved Insurance Providers, loss adjusters and agents are
experienced and well-trained in handling these types of events.”

Conservation

FSA’s Emergency Conservation Program (ECP) and Emergency Forest Restoration
Program (EFRP) can assist landowners and forest stewards with financial and technical
assistance to restore fencing, damaged farmland or forests, and remove debris from feed
stocks, water supplies and feeding areas.

USDA'’s Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) is always available to provide
technical assistance during the recovery process by assisting producers to plan and
implement conservation practices on farms and working forests impacted by natural
disasters. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) can help producers plan
and implement conservation practices on land impacted by natural disasters.

“The Natural Resources Conservation Service can be a very valuable partner to help
landowners with their recovery and resiliency efforts,” said Nathan Fikkert, NRCS State
Conservationist in Wisconsin. “Our staff will work one-on-one with landowners to make
assessments of the damages and develop approaches that focus on addressing resource
concerns caused by the disaster(s) and ensure effective recovery of the land.”
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Assistance for Communities

Additional NRCS programs include the Emergency Watershed Protection (EWP) program,
which assists local government sponsors with the cost of addressing watershed
impairments or hazards such as debris removal and streambank stabilization.

The EWP Program is a recovery effort aimed at relieving imminent hazards to life and
property caused by floods, fires, windstorms and other natural disasters. All projects must
have an eligible project sponsor. NRCS may bear up to 75% of the eligible construction
cost of emergency measures (90% within county-wide limited-resource areas as identified
by the U.S. Census data). The remaining costs must come from local sources and can be
in the form of cash or in-kind services.

EWP is designed for installation of recovery measures to safeguard life and property as a
result of a natural disaster. Threats that the EWP Program addresses are termed
watershed impairments. These include, but are not limited to:

e Debris-clogged waterways.

e Unstable streambanks.

e Severe erosion jeopardizing public infrastructure.
e Wind-borne debris removal.

Eligible sponsors include cities, counties, towns or any federally recognized Native
American tribe or tribal organization. Sponsors must submit a formal request (by mail or
email) to the NRCS state conservationist for assistance within 60 days of the natural
disaster occurrence or 60 days from the date when access to the sites become available.
For more information, sponsors should contact their local NRCS office.

FSA’s Customer Kiosks now available nationwide

The new customer kiosks from USDA’s Farm Service Agency are now available at every
county office nationwide. These kiosks help to streamline your visit to your local county
office and easily access a variety of features such as signing FSA documents, utilizing the
Loan Assistance Tool, browsing USDA programs, accessing the internet, accessing
necessary personal information, and signing up for a Login.gov account, which provides
access to farmers.gov level two features and other USDA and U.S. Government web
resources. Future kiosk functionality enhancements include a customer check-in
application, self-service option for FSA program applications and documents, financial
inquiries and more.

Learn more about how FSA is modernizing our customer experience.
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Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities By
State

USDA'’s Partnerships for Climate-Smart Commodities effort is expanding markets for
America’s climate-smart commaodities, leveraging the greenhouse gas benefits of climate-
smart commodity production, and providing direct, meaningful benefits to production
agriculture, including for small and underserved producers. Learn more about expanded
markets, premiums and incentives for producing climate-smart commodities as well as
cost share and technical assistance to implement climate-smart practices. Find a project
near you and get started today!

Wisconsin Farm Service Agency

8030 Excelsior Drive
Suite 100
Madison, WI 53717

Phone: 608-662-4422

State Executive Director Farm Loan Chief

Gene Schriefer Tom Brandt
eugene.schriefer@usda.gov tom.brandt@usda.gov

Farm Program Chief Farm Program Chief

Greg Biba John Palmer
greg.biba@usda.gov john.palmer@usda.gov

State Committee:

Clara Hedrich
Tina Hinchley

Joe Koch, Chairperson
Heidi Randall
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USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer and lender. To file a complaint of discrimination,
write: USDA, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office of Adjudication, 1400
Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992 (Toll-free Customer
Service), (800) 877-8339 (Local or Federal relay), (866) 377-8642 (Relay voice users).
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