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Dates to Remember 
June 18, 20, and June 25: Wisconsin NRCS Local Working Group Meetings - 2024 

June 19, 2024: FSA offices closed in observance of Juneteenth holiday. 

June 20, 2024: Wetland Reserve Enhancement Partnership (WREP) Workshop 

June 28, 2024: Grassland CRP sign-up deadline.  

July 4, 2024: FSA offices closed in observance of Independance Day. 

July 15, 2024: Acreage Reporting deadline for spring seeded-crops, beans (dark red 
kidney, light red kidney), perennial forage, hemp, pasture, rangeland, CRP 

July 31, 2024: Continuous Conservation Reserve Program deadline.  

August 15, 2024: Acreage Reporting deadline for beans (all types other than dark red 
kidney and light red kidney), Cabbage, Cucumbers 
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File a Notice of Loss for Failed and Prevented 
Planted Acres 
USDA Farm Service Agency (FSA) reminds you to report prevented planted and failed 
acres in order to establish or retain FSA program eligibility for some programs. 

You should report crop acreage you intended to plant, but due to natural disaster, were 
prevented from planting. Prevented planting acreage must be reported on form CCC-576, 
Notice of Loss, no later than 15 calendar days after the final planting date as established 
by FSA and the Risk Management Agency (RMA). 

The final planting date varies by county and crop. Contact your local county office to 
confirm final planting dates. 

• Corn, grain: Final planting date for most WI counties was 5/31/24. For some 
Northern counties the final planting date was 5/25/24. 

• Corn, silage: Final planting date for most WI counties was 6/5/24. For some 
Northern counties the final planting date was 5/31/24. 

• Soybeans: Final planting date for Central and Northern WI counties is 6/10/24; for 
Southern WI counties the final planting date is 6/15/24 

Additionally, if you have failed acres, you should also use form CCC-576, Notice of Loss, 
to report failed acres prior to disposition of the crop. 

For hand-harvested crops and certain perishables, you must notify FSA of damage or loss 
through the administrative county office within 72 hours of the date of damage or loss first 
becomes apparent. This notification can be provided by filing a CCC-576, email, fax or 
phone. If you notify the County Office by any method other than by filing the CCC-576, 
you are still required to file a CCC-576, Notice of Loss, within the required 15 calendar 
days. 

For losses on crops covered by the Noninsured Crop Disaster Assistance Program (NAP), 
you must file a Notice of Loss within 15 days of the occurrence of the disaster or when 
losses become apparent.  You must timely file a Notice of Loss for failed acres on all 
crops including grasses. 

To file a Notice of Loss, contact your County USDA Service Center or visit 
www.fsa.usda.gov. 

 

USDA and FarmRaise Launch Additional Online 
Disaster Assistance Decision Tool for Livestock, 
Honey Bee and Farm-Raised Fish Producers  
The U.S. Department of Agriculture, in partnership with FarmRaise, today launched a 
new, online Emergency Assistance for Livestock, Honey Bees and Farm-raised Fish 
Program (ELAP) Decision Tool. The USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA) tool is designed 
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to assist agricultural producers who have been impacted by natural disasters access 
available program support. This ELAP Decision Tool, a component of a broader disaster 
assistance program educational module, further expands the library of online FSA disaster 
and farm loan program reference resources and decision aids currently available to 
agricultural producers on the FarmRaise FSA educational hub. The Decision Tool is a 
resource only and is not an application for benefits or a determination of eligibility.   

ELAP is designed to address losses not covered by other FSA disaster assistance 
programs. The program provides recovery assistance to eligible producers of livestock, 
honey bee, and farm-raised fish losses due to an eligible adverse weather or loss 
condition, including drought, blizzards, disease, water shortages and wildfires. ELAP 
covers grazing and feed losses, transportation of water and feed to livestock and hauling 
livestock to grazing acres due to an eligible loss condition. ELAP also covers certain 
mortality losses, due to an eligible condition, for livestock including honey bees and farm-
raised fish as well as honey bee hive losses.   

New FarmRaise Tools and Resources   

FarmRaise, in partnership with FSA, recently launched their online, educational hub – the 
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub – comprised of videos, tools and interactive resources 
that enable USDA cooperators and agricultural producers to learn about and access major 
FSA programs.     

A new addition to the hub, the ELAP Decision Tool helps eligible producers impacted by 
qualifying natural disasters and other eligible causes of loss better understand program 
eligibility and application requirements, learn about record-keeping and supporting loss 
documentation requirements and track the steps needed before applying for program 
benefits. The document generated by the ELAP Decision Tool can be used to support the 
ELAP application process, but it is not a program application. Producers will need to 
complete and submit the ELAP Application to their local FSA county office. Upon request, 
applicants may be asked to provide additional supporting documentation per the program 
requirements.     

Through use of the ELAP Decision Tool, producers can segment by loss type (honey bee, 
farm-raised fish and livestock). This enables easier navigation, as guided by the tool, to 
assistance available to meet specific disaster recovery needs. After entering the type of 
loss, identifying the loss condition and entering their inventory and loss information, 
producers are guided through a worksheet that helps identify required loss documentation 
—   documentation (i.e., pictures, receipts, truck logs, etc.) that can be uploaded through 
the ELAP tool and sent directly to the producer's local FSA county office, or producers can 
provide a copy of the tool-generated worksheet summary document when they visit their 
local FSA county office to complete and submit the required ELAP application.   

Additional FarmRaise Resources    

The previously announced Livestock Indemnity Program (LIP) Decision Tool, also 
available through the  FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub, assists livestock producers who 
suffered losses from eligible adverse weather events and other causes of loss as well as 
cooperators who are helping disaster-impacted livestock producers navigate available 
federal disaster assistance programs. The LIP Decision Tool gives producers guidance on 
what is needed to gather and submit required loss documentation, reducing the amount of 
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time needed to complete applications and enabling FSA county office staff to deliver 
much-needed assistance faster. Using the LIP Decision Tool is not an application for 
benefits or a determination of eligibility.    

In addition to the new ELAP Decision Tool and the LIP Decision Tool, the FarmRaise | 
FSA Educational Hub offers several, easily navigated farm loan programs how-to videos 
designed to introduce producers to FSA's many farm loan programs options and guide 
them through the application process.    

More FSA program resources and tools will continue to be added to the FarmRaise | FSA 
Educational Hub. Cooperators and agricultural producers are encouraged to visit the 
FarmRaise | FSA Educational Hub often to access all available educational resources.    

 

Current FSA Loan Interest Rates 
Current loan rates as of June 1, 2024. 

Farm Loan Interest Rates: 

Farm Operating - Direct 5.375% 
Farm Operating - Microloan 5.375% 
Farm Ownership - Direct 5.625% 
Farm Ownership - Microloan 5.625% 
Farm Ownership - Direct, Joint 
Financing 3.625% 

Farm Ownership - Down Payment 1.625% 
Emergency - Amount of Actual Loss 3.750% 

Farm Storage Facility Loans (FSFL): 

3-year FSFL 4.750% 
5-year FSFL 4.500% 
7-year FSFL 4.500% 
10-year FSFL 4.500% 
12-year FSFL 4.625% 

Please visit the Farm Loan Program webpage for more information. 

 

USDA Announces Grassland Conservation Reserve 
Program General Signup for 2024 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) announced that agricultural producers and 
private landowners can now sign up for the Grassland Conservation Reserve Program 
(Grassland CRP). The signup runs from today through June 28, 2024. Grassland CRP, 
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offered by USDA's Farm Service Agency (FSA), is a voluntary working lands conservation 
program that enables participants to conserve grasslands and provide important 
conservation benefits for wildlife, soil health and carbon sequestration, all while continuing 
most grazing and haying practices. 

More than 2.3 million acres from agricultural producers and private landowners were 
accepted through the 2023 Grassland CRP signup. That signup reflects the continued 
success and value of investments in voluntary, producer-led, working lands conservation 
programs. The current total participation in Grassland CRP is 8.64 million acres, which is 
part of the 24.8 million acres enrolled in CRP opportunities overall. 

On Nov. 16, 2023, President Biden signed into law H.R. 6363, the Further Continuing 
Appropriations and Other Extensions Act, 2024 (Pub. L. 118-22), which generally 
extended the Agriculture Improvement Act of 2018 (Pub. L. 115-334), more commonly 
known as the 2018 Farm Bill, through Sept. 30, 2024. This extension allows authorized 
programs, including CRP, to continue operating.    

Landowners and producers interested in CRP should contact their local USDA Service 
Center to learn more or to apply for the program before the June 28 deadline.   

Other CRP Options 
FSA is also accepting applications for the Continuous CRP signup, which opened in 
January 2023. Under this enrollment, producers and landowners can enroll in CRP 
throughout the year. Offers are automatically accepted provided the producer and land 
meet the eligibility requirements and the enrollment levels do not exceed the statutory 
cap.  

Additionally, FSA also offers financial assistance to producers and landowners enrolled in 
CRP to improve the health of their forests through the Forest Management 
Incentive (FMI), which can help participants with forest management practices, such as 
brush management and prescribed burning.  

Producers with expiring CRP acres can use the Transition Incentives Program (TIP), 
which incentivizes producers who sell or enter a long-term lease with a beginning, 
veteran, or socially disadvantaged farmer or rancher who plans to sustainably farm or 
ranch the land. 

 

USDA Now Accepting Applications for Available 
Funds to Help Cover Organic Certification Costs 
Through the Organic Certification Cost Share Program (OCCSP), USDA's Farm Service 
Agency (FSA) will cover up to 75% of organic certification costs at a maximum of $750 per 
certification category. FSA is now accepting applications, and organic producers and 
handlers should apply for OCCSP by the Oct. 31, 2024, deadline for eligible expenses 
incurred from Oct. 1, 2023, to Sept. 30, 2024. FSA will issue payments as applications are 
received and approved. 
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OCCSP was part of a broader organic announcement made by Agriculture Secretary Tom 
Vilsack on May 15, 2024, which also included the Organic Market Development Grant 
program and Organic Transition Initiative. 

Eligible Applicants, Expenses and Categories 

OCCSP provides cost-share assistance to producers and handlers of organic agricultural 
commodities for expenses incurred obtaining or maintaining organic certification under 
USDA's National Organic Program. Eligible OCCSP applicants include any certified 
organic producers or handlers who have paid organic certification fees to a USDA-
accredited certifying agent. 

Cost share assistance covers expenses including application fees, inspection costs, fees 
related to equivalency agreement and arrangement requirements, inspector travel 
expenses, user fees, sales assessments and postage. OCCSP pays a maximum of $750 
per certification category for crops, wild crops, livestock, processing/handling, and state 
organic program fees (California only). 

How to Apply 

To apply, producers and handlers should contact FSA at their local USDA Service 
Center and be prepared to provide documentation of organic certification and eligible 
expenses. OCCSP applications can also be submitted through participating state 
departments of agriculture.  For more information, visit the OCCSP webpage. 

Opportunity for State Departments of Agriculture  

FSA is also accepting applications from state departments of agriculture to administer 
OCCSP. FSA posted a funding opportunity summary on grants.gov and will electronically 
mail the Notice of Funding Opportunity to all eligible state departments of agriculture. 
Applications are due July 12, 2024. 

If a state department of agriculture chooses to participate in OCCSP, both the state 
department of agriculture and FSA county offices in that state will accept OCCSP 
applications and make payments to eligible certified operations. Producers or handlers 
can receive OCCSP assistance from either FSA or the participating state department of 
agriculture but not both. 

More Information 

USDA offers other assistance for organic producers, including the Organic Transition 
Initiative (OTI), which includes direct farmer assistance for organic production and 
processing and conservation. For more information on organic agriculture, 
visit farmers.gov/organic. 

To learn more about FSA programs, producers can contact their local USDA Service 
Center. Producers can also prepare maps for acreage reporting as well as manage farm 
loans and view other farm records data and customer information by logging into 
their farmers.gov account. If you don't have an account, sign up today.  
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USDA Seeks Members for Federal Advisory 
Committee for Urban Agriculture and Innovative 
Production 
Nominations are open until July 7, 2024 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) is seeking nominations for four positions on 
the Federal Advisory Committee for Urban Agriculture and Innovative Production. USDA 
will accept nominations until July 7, 2024. The 12-member Committee, which first 
convened in March 2022, is part of USDA’s efforts to increase support for urban 
agriculture and innovative production. Members of the Committee provide input on policy 
development and help identify barriers to urban agriculture as USDA works to promote 
urban farming and the economic opportunities it provides in cities across the country. 

Click here to learn more. 

  

 

Wisconsin Farm Service Agency 
8030 Excelsior Drive 

Suite 100 
Madison, WI 53717 

Phone: 608-662-4422 

State Executive Director 

Gene Schriefer 
eugene.schriefer@usda.gov 

Farm Loan Chief 

Tom Brandt 
tom.brandt@usda.gov 

Farm Program Chief 

Greg Biba 
greg.biba@usda.gov 

Farm Program Chief 

John Palmer 
john.palmer@usda.gov 

State Committee: 

Clara Hedrich 
Tina Hinchley 

Joe Koch, Chairperson 
Heidi Randall 
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